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Students  will  vote; 
budget,  hear  Allen 


Jin^y  AUo),  head  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission  will  be  the  closing  speaker  for 
the  1982  Mississippi  Baptist  Student 
Union  Convention  in  Jackson.  Sept. 
24-28. 

This  is  the  annual  business  and  in¬ 
spiration  meeting  for  students  in  the  26 
campuses  served  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Student 
Work  department. 

The  meeting  will  take  place  at  Colo¬ 
nial  Heights  Baptist  Church  and  be¬ 
gins  at  7  p.m..  Friday.  Sept.  24.  con¬ 
cluding  at  10:15  a.m..  Sept.  26. 

OUw  speakers  include  Keith  Ton- 
kel.  United  Methodist  minister  and  a 
syndicated  columnist,  and  John  Mills, 
area  director  for  West  Africa  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

Bible  study  leader  for  the  convention 
will  be  Joe  McKeever,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Columbus. 

Musician  Faye  Burgess  will  present 
concerts  and  special  music  during  the 
convention.  Miss  Burgess,  blind  since 
birth,  sings  and  plays  the  piano. 

In  a  business  ^ssion  students  will 
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Video  seminars 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  being  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  what  may  be  a 
“slice  of  the  future”  with  a  satellite 
broadcast  of  a  Sunday  School  confer¬ 
ence. 

Jackson,  Natchez,  Hattiesburg,  and 
Laurel  are  the  sites  for  Adult  Growth 
Emphasis  Video  Seminars  on  October 
26.  The  seminars  will  all  be  held  at 
Holiday  Inns  except  in  Laurel  where 
West  Laurel  Baptist  Church  will  be  the 
host. 

The  purpose  of  the  seminar,  being 
beamed  off  SatCom  3,  from  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville,  is  to 
introduce  special  emphasis  on  Adult 
Sunday  SchMl  growth  which  is  a  part 
of  “8.5  by  ’85." 

The  seminars  all  convene  at  10:45 
and  conclude  at  noon  at  which  time  a 
luncheon  will  be  served.  Tickets  at  $10 
are  being  distributed  by  local  hosts  in 
each  city.  Admission  will  be  by  tickets 
only.  Each  seminar  site  will  be  able  to 
handle  approximately  100  persons. 
Therefore,  each  church  is  being  in¬ 
vited  to  etilist  two  or  three  leaders  of 
adults  to  attend  one  of  these  seminars. 

This  will  be  a  first  of  a  kind  for 
Southern  Baptists.  The  information  to 
be  shared  is  also  unique.  Churches  will 
be  offered  new  kinds  of  help  in  reach¬ 
ing  adults  for  Bible  Study. 

About  85  other  cities  in  the  United 
States  will  participate  in  the  program. 

The  program  will  feature  Sunday 
School  department  director  Harry  Pi- 
land  and  other  adult  Sunday  School 
consultants  and  videotaped  interviews 
with  church  leaders. 

The  purpose  of  the  seminar  is  to 
make  churches  aware  of  the  need  for 


Burgess  ^  Mills 

adopt  a  budget  for  the  1983  student 
niissions  program.  Last  year  they 
voted  to  raise  $60,000  and  appointed  70 
student  missionaries. 

A  group  of  1962  student  missionaries 
will  offer  their  testimonies  concerning 
their  summer  work. 


Fact-finding  clergy  find  * 
Lebanese  hopeful,  fearful 


Baptist  churches  in  Israel  as  well  as 
relief  funds  from  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

“Siman  coordinated  Baptists  and 
other  volunteers  in  turning  a  Baptist- 
owned  residence  into  a  hostel  for  re¬ 
habilitation.”  he  said.  “Families  are 
also  being  reunited."  On  the  West 
Bank  Lockard  said.  Southern  Baptist 
physical  therapists  Jarrell  Peach  and 
Jolui  Pirkle  are  providing  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  an  additional  therapist  is 
needed. 

“Southern  Baptists  here  at  home 
can  provideextra  prayer  and  financial 
support  for  our  missionaries  in  the 
Middle  East  and  the  Lebanese  Bap¬ 
tists  and  Christians,”  Lockard  said. 
Baptists  in  Lebanon  and  Israel  are 
consulting  to  discover  additional  areas 
needing  relief  work.” 

James  Ragland,  missionary  on  fur¬ 
lough  from  Beirut,  told  Lockard  the 
time  following  the  end  of  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  war  in  Lebanon  will  be  one 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


By  Doann  Kier 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)- 
Southern  Baptists  are  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  relief  efforts  in  the  Middle 
East  and  the  Lebanese  people  are 
cautiously  hopeful  about  the  future, 
according  to  a  Baptist  who  visited 
there. 

W.  David  Lockard,  director  of  or¬ 
ganization  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  said, 
“These  are  critical  days  fcr  Lebanon 
but  they  can  also  be  a  turning  point  to 
national  strength  and  identity.  The 
people  with  whom  we  talked  said  the 
removal  of  outside  forces  in  Lebanon 
provides  help  for  a  new  day  of  strength 
and  unify  in  their  country.”  Lockvd 
just  returned  from  a  week-long  inter¬ 
denominational  fact-finding  mission 
of  11  clergymen  sponsored  by  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai 
B’rith  and  sanctioned  by  both  the  Is¬ 
raeli  and  Lebanese  governments.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Lockhaiti  the  group  had 
complete  freedom  in  talking  to  indi¬ 
viduals  and  officials  throughout  Leba¬ 
non.  j 

Lockard  said  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Lebanese  Baptists  and 
other  Christians  are  actively  involved 
in  relief  efforts.  Ibrahim  Siman,  a 
Baptist  pastor  in  Haifa,  is  working 
with  injured  refugees  and  their 
families  and  is  assist^  by  funds  from 

Budget  division  sets 
aside  27.96  percent 

A  statement  in  the  Baptist  Record  of 
Sept.  2  concerning  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  budget  for  19U 
could  have  left  some  measure  (rf  con¬ 
fusion  regarding  the  portion  of  the 
budget  to  be  used  for  causes  within  the 
state.  Of  the  total.  34.5  percent  would 
go  to  Southern  Baptist  causes.  The 
portion  remaining  in  the  state  would 
be  65.1  percent,  "nje  latter  percentage 
figure,  however,  includes  the  27.96 
percent  that  would  go  to  Christian 
education  and  other  agencies  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi. 


Jerry  Glower  delivers  hate  to  India  Nunnery  Campue.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  Offering 

(roal  $375,000  .  _ 

New  Missions .  .$124,( 

Central  Hills  Operation  . 80, ( 

Garaywa  Operation  . 60. ( 

Disaster  Relief  Ministry  .  35.( 

Special  Ministries  . . 4.1 

National  Baptists  . . . 1  ..300 

Indians  .  . 2_,800 

Parchman  Ministr>’  . i . .  20. ( 

Garaywa  Improvement  . . 20, ( 

Church  Building  Aid  .  13,( 

Pastoral  Aid  . . . r . 

Mission  Awareness . . 8.1 


The  ‘‘Mouth  of  Mississipp 
“caps”  a  successful  career 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams  others,  and  thought  that  children 
It  wasn’t  Fourth  of  July  and  it  wasn't  might  like  them,”  said  Janice  Sim- 
Labor  Day.  so  residents  of  the  Baptist  mons  of  Top  Billing,  his  public  reia- 
Children’s  Village,  Jackson  got  an  tions  agency.  ,  > 

extra  family  picnic  on  Monday.  Aug.  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  was 
30,  when  Yazoo  City’s  Jerry  Clower  ate  the  second  place  he’d  given  away  the 
lunch  with  about  100  children  and  baseball-type  hats.  Before  then  he’d 
teenagers  there,  and  showered  them  given  away  caps  at  the  Tennessee 
with  gift  hats.  Baptist  Children’s  Home  at  Franklin 

Clower  stood  by  the  picnic  table  and  near  Nashville.  Afterward  he  planned 
told  the  crowd,  “1  thank  you  for  your  tovisittheBaptistVillagecampusesin 
Christian  love  and  for  your  smiling  Brookhaven,  New  Albany,  and  Inde¬ 
faces.”  He  asked  the  Lord’s  blessing  pendence. 

onthefood,andthenheshouted,“Pass  “Funny  thangs  happen  to  every¬ 
th*  hamburgers!”  body,”  Clower  told  thp  kids,  from  his 

Meandering  from  one  group  to  stance  on  the  hood  of  a  truck.  “Tl^y 
another,  or  sitting  on  the  grass,  now  happen  to  you.  Just  write  them  down 
here,  now  there,  the  country  comic  and  some  day  you  might  get  oiftelevi- 
managed  to  talk  individually  to  many  sion !  ”  And  he  added,  “I  don’t  make  up 
of  the  children.  a  thang.  I  get  all  my  stories  from  ob- 

Since  he’s  received  thousands  of  servin’  other  people.” 
hats  from  advertisers  and  fans,  hat-  Anywhere  Clower  goes,  there  fol- 
collecting  has  been  added  to  his  list  of  lows  a  coon  dog  tale.  This  occasion  was 
hobbies.  The  Grand  Ole  Opry  and  no  exception.  And  it  produced  some 
“Country  Oossroads”  star  keeps  hats  shouts  of  laughter  to  match  Jerry’s 
that  have  been  personalized  (his  name  own.  As  a  boy  he  fed  “slick  and  slimy 
embroidered  on  them,  or  some  similar  boiled  okry”  to  his  coon  dog  and  “it 
special  decoration)  but  hundreds  of  went  down  so  fast  that  dog  thought  the 
others  he  decided  to  give  away.  “He  other  dog  got  it,  and  jumped  on  him.’’ 
wanted  them  to  bring  pleasure  to  The  funny  man  didn’t  go  away  with¬ 


out  a  testimony:  “I  wouldn’t  be  doing 
my  conscience  right,”  he  said,  “if  I 
didn’t  tell  you  I  am  a  Christian.  I’m  on 
your  side.  All  over  the  world,  ever’- 
where  I  go.  I’m  gonna  tell  folks  about 
the  nice  folks  I  met  here.” 

The  television  cameras  moved  in 
closer  and  Qower  yelled,  “Okay,  get 
your  hats  now!  Come  on  and  get  on 
TV !  ”  He  told  a  newspaper  reporter,  “I 
love  to  see  the  children  smile.  And,  if  a 
lot  of  us  had  their  problems,  we 
wojildn’t  be  smiling.” 


‘‘Goals  that  we  see  wil 
pur  eyes  here  at  home 


By  Eari  KeUy 

execative  secretary -treasurer  ' 

Mississippi  Baptist  Coaveation  Board 
The  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  goal  for 
1962-83  is  $375,000.  Several  mission  causes  are  totally 
dependent  upon  this  offering.  Their  dependence  upon 
receipts  from  the  State  Mission  offering  does  not  indi¬ 
cate  that  they  are  second  rate  causes.  Their  visibility  in 
this  special  offering  underscores  the  great  importance. 

The  operation  of  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  and 
Camp  Garaywa  provided  a  Christian  learning  experi¬ 
ence  for  3,266  boys  and  girls  this  past  sununer .  ’That’s  no 
second  rate  cause,  for  out  of  this  group  will  come  future 
missionaries,  ministers  and  (Christian  leaders.  $160,000. 
which  includes  $20,000  for  Garaywa  improvements,  will 
be  spent  on  these  two  projects.  The  camp  and  retreat 
are  designed  to  help  youth  discern  the  Will  of  God.  One 
cannot  put  a  price  tag  on  that  goal.  Because  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  these  two  ventifres  to  the  life  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  these  two  items  have  priority  positions  in  the 
offering.  x 

Equipping  the  employees  of  the  state  prison  and  their 
families  to  give  a  Christian  witness  to  the  thousands  of 
prisoners  that  pass  through  Parchman  is  a  major  task. 
$20,000  is  only  a  partial  supplement  to  help  the 
Sunflower  Association  in  their  role.  Mississippi  Baptists 
cannot  afford  to  do  less.  If  we  do  not  do  this  work,  who 
will?  No  one  has  attempted  the  task  but  Baptists. 

Already  it  is  obvious  that  12  churches  from  nine  diffe¬ 
rent  associations  must  have  outside  help  in  the  area  of 
aid  or  chureh  building  aid  if  they  survive  dur¬ 


ing  1963.  Helping  a  church  continue  to  minister  through 
its  pastor  and  building  is  no  second  rate  cause.  $23,000 
will  be  used  from  the  Margaret  Lackey  Offo’ing  to  as¬ 
sist  struggling  churches. 

History  reveals  that  an  average  of  more  than  $40,000 
per  year  has  been  spent  on  disaster  assistance  during 
the  past  23  years.  Trained  Mississippi  Baptist  laymen 
are  on  call  to  make  instantaneous  response  to  ttte  call 
for  help  when  hurricane,  fire,  tornado,  or  flood  strikes. 
Baptists  will  not  have  time  to  take  a  special  offering,  nor 
ne^  they  do  so,  to  meet  the  needs  when  they  occur. 
$35,000  of  the  offering  will  be  escrowed  until  the  time  of 
need. 

After  we  have  met  the  priority  items  the  remainder, 
hopefully  $124,000,  will  be  used  to  buy  sites  for  new 
missions  and  churches.  Since  1974  the  board  has^urch- 
ased  30  sites  costing  $615,000.  By  rotating  12  mobile 
chapels  which  the  board  purchased  for  $180,000  the  con¬ 
vention  board  has  helped  create  40  new  churches.  These 
churches  have  already  given  more  to  missions  than 
they  cost,  and  they  win  more  people  to  (Zbrist  per  capita 
than  their  older  sister  churches.  There  are  several 
areas  in  the  state,  where  there  is  no  church,  needing  a 
mission  or  church  if  the  lost  are  to  be  reached. 

Last  year  we  gave  $2,757,189  through  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  That’s  great— what  we  should  have 
done  for  Foreign  Missions.  Last  year  we  gave  $963,815 
through  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  That’s 
wonderful— perhaps  less  than  we  should  have  done  for 
Home  Missions.  Now  we  come  to  the  $375,000  goal  for 
State  Missions— What  are  we  going  to  give  to  ac¬ 
complish  goals  that  we  see  with  our  eyes  here  at  home? 


rowed  through  what  used  to  be  Ihe 
main  streets  of  Alberdi,  offering  food 
and  medical  and  spiritual  care. 

Flood  victims,  many  afraid  to  leave 
businesses  and  homes,  lived  in  impro¬ 
vised  plastic  shelters  on  rooftops. 
More  than  three  feet  of  water  inun¬ 
dated  the  town  and  makeshift  pumps 
strained  to  hold  back  the  brown  waters 
of  the  Paraguay  River. 

Six  Baptist  workers  went  to  Acevedo 
His  Workmanship.  i  ^  •  Cue,  an  isolated  high  ground  area 

Jim  Didlake,  who  directs  RA  work  where  grass  thatch  shelters  housed  3(X) 
for  Mississippi  Baptists  reports  that  people.  They  distributed  food  and 
all  boys,  are  invited  to  the  conference,  medical  supplies.  “So  far  I’ve  moved 
whether  enrolled  in  Royal  Ambas-  fivetimesseekingrefugefromthewa- 
sadors  or  not.  “It  allows  RAs  to  realize  ter,”  one  Paraguayan  told  the  Bap- 
they  are  a  part  of  an  ever  growing  tists. 

number  of  boys  dedicated  to  learning  Paraguayan  Baptist  home  missio- 
and  sharing  more  in  missions,”  said  nary  Juan  Valiente  coordinated  the  re- 
Didlake.  lief  effort.  During  one  day’s  work 

Cost  of  Royal  Ambassador  Day  will  Southern  Baptist  missionary  physi- 
be  $5  per  person.  Participants  must  cian  Tom  Kent  saw  130  patients.  After 
make  reservations  ahead  of  time  at  a  worship  service  25  people  accepted 
Brotherhood  department.  Box  530,  Christ  as  Savior. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  39205)  The  $i5  which  in-  Relief  funds  are  provided  by  the 
eludes  the  cost  of  l^nch,  insurance.  Evangelical  Baptist  Convention  of 
and  game  tickets,  is  due  with  registra-  Paraguay  and  the  Southern  Bapti^ 
tion.  Foreign  Mission  Board.  I  -‘r. 


Royal  Ambassador  Day 
to  include  football  gam 


Mississippi  Baptist  boys  are  invited 
to  the  annual  Royal  Ambassador  Day 
at  Mississippi  (Allege  Sept.  18. 

The  day’s  activities  include  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  Mississippi  Collie  foot¬ 
ball  game  against  Presbyterian  Col¬ 
lege  ot  Ginton,  S.C. 

Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board’s  Brotherhood  de¬ 
partment.  the  Saturday  event  begins 
at  11  a.m.  and  ends  after  the  4  p.m. 
football  ganne.  It  includes  lunch,  a  pep 
rally,  testimonies  from  coaches  and 
athletes,  and  from  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sadors.  And  it  includes  a  visit  with  Mr. 
Choctaw,  team  mascot  and  a  special 
message  from  a  puppet  group  called 


Foreign  Mission  Board 


pastoral 
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Smith  resigns 
global  outreach 

James  E.  Smith,  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  for  Global  Outreach,  which 
has  its  headquarters  in  Tupelo,  has 
resigned  his  position  with  that  organi¬ 
zation. 

As  he  announced  his  resignation,  ef¬ 
fective  Sept  15,  Smith  cited  “irrecon- 
,  tain,  and  propagate  the  doctrines,  Henley  wrote,  “It  is  true  the  proof  cilable  differences  with  the  organiza- 
fath  and  practices  of  Missionary  Bap-  reveals  it  is  not  specifically  necessary  tion  because  of  the  direction  that 
..tist  churctes  to  cooperate  with  the  that  a  financial  contribution  be  made  Global  Outreach  has  taken  as  it  has 
local  Baptist  Association,  Tennessee  in  order  to  be  a  member  in  good  stand-  gone  away  from  church-related  efforts 
I, Baptist  Convention  and  Southern  Bap-  ing  of  the  Tennessee  or  Southern  Bap-  —  •> 

tist  Convention.”  tist  Conventions.  It  is  not  necessary 

The  deed  and  wiginal  bylaws  of  the  that  the  literature  be  used;  and,  it  is 
I  church  contain  a  reversionary  clause  not  necessary  that  messengers  be  sent 
that  if  the  church  ceases  to  fidfill  this  in  order  to  be  a  member  in  good  stand- 
condition  the  property  will  go  to  the  ing;  but,  when  the  Court  reviews  the 
group  of  members  who  do  or  will  re-  activities  of  Bethel  church  and  listens 
vert  to  the  TBC  Executive  Board  “to  to  the  proof  of  the  Baptist  conventions 
be  us^  for  church  or  mission  pur-  as  to  their  requirements  this  court  un- 
poses.”  equivocally  rules  that  there  is  a  breach 

The  Executive  Board  voted  on  Dec.  of  the  trust  and  the  property  iS|  subject 
12,  1980,  to  respond  to  a  request  for  to  reversion.”  i 

support  from  the  group  which  sought  ,  In  1963  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elstill 
to  regain  the  property  and  was  also  a  Springs,  which  was  the  sponsor  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  lawsuit.  new  mission  chapel  in  the  Paynes 

At  the  July  1981  trial  Henley  re-  community,  and  Duck  River  Baptist 
peatedly  stated  the  case  would  be  de-  Association  requested  financial  assis- 
cided  on  the  basis  of  legal  documents,  tance  from  the  executive  board  in  pur- 
rather  than  doctrine  or  the  exercise  of  chasing  property  for  the  Paynes  cori- 
religion,  gregation.  The  board  granted  $1,500 

Testimony  revolved  around  what  is  and  also  provided  financial  aid  for  the 
necessary  to  be  a  “cooperating  South-  church’s  pastor  for  four  years, 
ern  Baptist  church.”  The  plaintiffs  In  response  to  the  court’s  ruling, 
noted  that  the  church  had  made  no  TBC  Executive  Secretary  Tom  Mad- 
contributions  to  the  association  or  any  den  said,  “if  and  when  the  title  is  trans- 
TBC  or  SBC  cause  since  1978,  nor  had  ferred  to  the  executive  board,  I  am 
any  member  attended  any  meeting  or  confident  the  board  will  fdlow  the  pro¬ 
conference  conducted  by  these  groups,  visions  of  the  deed  that  the  property  be 
'The  defendants  argued  that  tjiese  con-  used  ‘for  church  and  mission  pur- 
tributions  or  activities  are  not  neces-  poses.’  Our  only  concern  is  to  see  the 
sary  to  be  considered  a  “Southern  property  used  by  a  cooperating  South- 
Baptist  church.”  ern  Baptist  Church.” 


Thursday,  September  I.  H8$ 


Non-cooperating  church 
property  must  revert 


will  opposed  Snake  handler  dies 

tMt  ?*^*^*®‘®vision  bill  (H.R.  5949)  MULLENSVILLE,  W.  Va.  (EP)-A 
jnai  has  been  passed  unaninwusly  by  preacher  who  handled  poisonous 
Judiciary  Committee  is  snakes  in  his  bare  hands  to  de- 
k'  ^^'^******  threat  to  religious  monstrate  his  faith  was  bitten  by  a 
,gpOTcasting  in  more  than  a  decade.”  rattlesnake  and  died  after  refusing 
^  National  Religious  Broadcas-  medical  treatment,  authorities  said. 

John  Lee  Holbrook,  38,  of  Oceana 
.  .  NRB  is  opposed  to  the  bill  because  it  waS  bitten  during  August  22  services  at 
wooW  eliminate  current  “must  carry”  the  Lord  Jesus  Cfiurch  in  Jesus’  Name, 
rules  which  require  cable  systems  to  according  to  Wyoming  County 
include  all  local  television  stations.  Coroner  Ned  C.  Rogers,  and  was  pro- 
< Evangelical  Newsletter.)  .nounced  dead  at  Oceana  Medical 

Center  August  23. 

You  til  rlrnwrie  A  woman  who  identified  herself  as  a 

ui units  member  said  Mr.  Holbrook 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (BP)— Eric  had  routinely  handled  snakes  as  a  de- 
Hancock.  17.  an  active  member  of  monstration  of  faith.  She  said  the  basis 

for  serpent  handling  is  found  in  Mark 
16:18: 

Small  fire  evacuates 

GLORIETA.  N.  M.  (BP)-Buming 
insulation  in  Texas  Main  Hall  at 
Glorieta  Baptist  Conference  Center 
fwced  the  evacuation  of  the  housing 
unit  for  seven  hours  Aug.  18  but  there 
were  no  injuries  reported  and  only 
minor  smoke  damage. 

Smoke  detectors  and  fire  alarms 
which  had  been  installed  in  1981 
alerted  the  Glorieta  Fire  Department 
when  insulation  surrounding  a  base¬ 
ment  water  heater  began  to  smolder. 

Religious  TV  rises 

PHILADELPHIA  (EP)-The 
number  of  persons  who  watch  religi¬ 
ous  television  programming  is  on  the 
rise  again,  after  a  four-year  down¬ 
swing,  recent  audience  surveys  indi¬ 
cate.  And  cable  ’TV.  not  monitored  for 
audience  estimates,  promises  to  add 
many  more  viewers  of  the  so-called 
•electronic  church,’  according  to  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service. 

Estimates  published  by  the  Arbitron 
Company  between  February,  1980, 
and  February,  1981,  indicate  that  vie¬ 
wers  who  watched  religious  programs 
went  up  by  two  million,  The  increase 
brings  the  total  viewing  audience  back 
to  the  22  million  mark  that  syndicated 
religious  programs  enjoyed  in  1976. 


WINCHESTER,  Tenn.  (BP)-a 
Franklin  county  judge  has  ruled  the 
property  of  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Es- 
till  Springs,  Tenn. ,  should  revert  to  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  Tennessee. 
Baptist  Convention  because  of  the 
church’s  “breach  of  the  trust,” 
Chancellor  Earl  H.  Henley  of  the 
Franklin  County  Chancery  Court  is¬ 
sued  his  memorandum  opinion  Aug.  5 
to  settle  a  1981  lawsuit  concerning  the 
property  of  the  church  (formerly 
Paynes  Baptist  Church).  The  lawsuit, 
which  was  heard  July  29-30, 1981,  was 
brought  by  members  and  former 
members  of  the  church,  charging  that 
the  present  congregation  does  not  ful¬ 
fill  a  provision  of  the  deed  which  re¬ 
quires  the  church  “to  adhere  to,  main- ' 


Smith  had  been  with  Global  Out¬ 
reach  for  three  years.  Before  that  be 
was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Houston, 
for  three  years  and  at  First  Church, 
Mendenhall  for  eight  years. 

During  his  tenure  with  Global  Out¬ 
reach  Smith  traveled  all  over  the 
world.  He  cited  as  his  most  satisfying 
accomplishment  the  delivery  and  in¬ 
stallation  of  a  radio  station  in  Hon¬ 
duras.  He  built  the  station  at  his  home 
out  of  donated  material  before  he  took 
it  to  Honduras.  He  said  the  station  is 
worldwide  in  its  scope,  and  responses 
have  been  received  from  37  nations. 

Smith  will  be  available  for  interim 
pastorates,  supply  work,  Bible  confer¬ 
ences,  and  missions  addresses  as  he 
t  waits  for  new  directions.  He  lives  at 
2629  Pemberton  Ave.,  Tupelo  38801; 
phone,  842-7748. 


Home  Board 

1 

appoints  Jollys 
to  Washington 

'  Charles  and  Dorothy  Jolly,  natives 
of  Okolona,  Miss.,  were  appointed  by 
•  the  Home  Mission  Board  Aug.  4  to 
serve  in  the  Seattle,  Wash.,  area, 
where  he  will  serve  as  director  of 
church  extension  in  the  Puget  Sound 
Baptist  Association,  of  the  Northwest 
Baptist  Convention. 

Before  their  move  to  Seattle,  the  Jol¬ 
lys  had  served  4  years  in  the  Waikiki 
Baptist  Church.  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
which  became  self-supporting  with 
help  from  Mississippi  Baptists  via  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 

As  chairman  of  Hawaii  Baptists’ 
missions  sub-committee.  Jolly  had  a 
part  in  Hawaii  Baptists’  sponsorship  of 
a  new  work  in  American  Samoa— the 
Happy  Valley  Baptist  Church.  (Gena 
Viliamu,  wife  of  the  Happy  Valley  pas¬ 
tor,  Ray  Viliamu.  is  a  graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  i 
Jolly  reports  that  the  first  mission 
opportunity  he  found  in  Seattle  was 
with  a  group  of  22  Samoans  (related  to 
and  recommended  by  the  Happy  Val¬ 
ley  Baptist  (Thurch,  but  he  did  not  learn 
of  the  connection  until  a  first  meeting  a 
Samoan  home. »  The  group  has  asked 
to  be  a  part  of  Southern  Baptist  life,  he 
said.  There  are  around  3,500  Samoans 
in  the  Seattle  area,  he  added. 

The  Jollys’  new  address  is  230  South, 
317th  Place.  Federal  Way,  Washington 
98003 


^ut  of  control” 

'••^NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP) — “Desire 
oilt  of  control”  ripped  back  the  “thin 
veneer  of  civilization"  and  launched 
mobs  on  a  mindless  pillage  of  Nairobi 
a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  told  a 
•Voice  of  Kenya  radio  audience.  Sun¬ 
day  morning  Aug.  15. 

Charles  Tope’s  sermon  on  the  com¬ 
mandment  against  covetousness  was 
broadcast  as  citizens  of  Nairobi  still 
reeled  from  the  impact  of  massive 
looting— said  to  exceed  $50  million  in 
unrecoverable  damages— accom¬ 
panying  an  abortive  coup  attempt 
Aug.  1-2. 


“Ilie  prison  population  in  the  United 
States  has  risen  to  357,043,  the  highest 
total  since  records  have  been  kept,  the 
Justice  Department  said ....  llie  de¬ 
partment  said  that  between  Jan.  1, 
1981  and  Sept.  30, 1961,  the  prison  popu¬ 
lation  had  risen  by  30,000  inmates.  Al¬ 
most  all  of  the  growth  was  in  state 
prisons,  as  the  f^eral  prison  popula¬ 
tion  of  ^,000  remained  essentially  the 
same.  The  prison  population,  roughly 
equivalent  to  the  population  of  Peoria, 
IL,  is  well  over  the  actual  capacity  of 
the  prisons.  Figures  compiled  by  the 
Oiminal  Justice  Institute  in  New  York 
put  the  total  U.S.  prison  capacity  at 
about  291,000.”— (THE  TENNES¬ 
SEAN,  2/22/82) 


University  church  adopts 
Mindanao  MANNA  project 


Holman  concordance 
^veii  hook  award 

DALLAS.  TEXAS  -  Holman  Bible 
■Publisher’s  New  American  Standard 
Exhaustive  Concordance  of  the  Bible 
■recently  received  the  1982  Gold 
iMedallion  Book  Award  at  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Christian  Publishers  Association 
.meeting  here  in  conjunction  with  the 
International  Convention  of  Christian 
Booksell^. 


ject  as  part  of  that  church’s  Mission  tion  seepage.  The  MANNA  goal  is 
Action  Program’s  annual  hunger  em-  $1,408.00. 

phasis,  according  to  Mrs.  Paul  Van  Hunger  Relief  is  one  of  14  mission 
Zandt,  Hunger  Relief  Coordinator.  ministries  administered  through 

Established  by  the  Foreip  Mission  UBC’s  Mission  Action  Program 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  (MAP).  Mrs.  John  Barber  is  MAP 
tion,  MAI^NA  means  Ministering  Aid  Coordinator.  G.  Avery  Lee  is  pastor, 
to  Needy  Nations  Abroad.  University 
Baptist  Church  recently  voted  to  un¬ 
derwrite  the  cost  of  a  MANNA  project 
in  Mindanao,  Philippines,  where 
Harold  Watson  is  an  SBC  missionary. 

Dan  Watson,  his  son  is  youth  director 
at  UBC. 

John  R.  Cheyne,  senior  consultant  of 
human  needs  ministries  at  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  describes  MANNA 
Rejects  in  this  way : 

-^’Each  month  we  receive  requests 
for  hunger  and  relief  funds  from  the 
, various  mission  fields  around  the 
world.  The  board  acts  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  meeting  these  n^s.  After 
funds  are  released,  we  attempt  to 
itemize  the  smaller  segments  of  the 
projects  in  order  that  groups  wishing 
to  become  sponsors  can  underwrite 
‘bite-sized’  pieces  as  desired.  In  this 
way,  a  group  may  sponsor  something 
as  small  as  $50  or  as  large  as  several 
thousand  dollars.  Funds  previously 
designated  for  such  projects  are  then 
released  for  use  in  other  hunger- 
related  needs.” 

UBC  has  selected  as  a  project  the 
Barrio  Kinuskusan,  Mindanao, 

Philippines.  This  project  will  provide 


At  pro- Israel  rally 


jDraper:  God  promised 
[Arab  nations  blessings 

-  By  Norman  Jameson  we  have  theological  and  political  dif- 

f  "'P.^I.LAS  ( BP  (—Southern  Baptist  ferences,  Christians  join  Jews  and 
i  Con^ntion  President  ^iunmy  Dwper, ,  neopiiL^ei^wbere  wantingjieace  for 
i  tNhirxmldniikByypeciatfyllb^  our 

tU*rriage  of  religion  and  politics  per-  friends  in  the  Middle  East,^  braper 
“iRned  by  fundamentalist,  indepen¬ 
dent  pastor  John  Hagee  Aug.  28  at  a 
Night  to  Honor  Israel”  rally. 

Hagee.  pastor  of  the  affluent,  inde- 
oendent  Church  of  Castle  Hills  in 
gorthwest  San  Antonio,  presented 
_  .Draper,  as  'one  of  America’s 
•■foremost  religious  leaders”  and  pre- 
■nted  a  plaque  recognizing  Draper's 
!  godly  leadership  in  bringing  together 
Jews  and  Christians  in  America. 

Draper,  however,  disclaimed 
I  Hagee's  intimation  that  Draper  spoke 
for  13-million  Southern  Baptists.'  the 
.  nation's  largest  Protestant  body,  say- 
.  Ing  '  I  can  only  speak  for  myself.” 

Obviously  conscious  of  Baptist- 
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said. 

He  recounted  God’s  promise  re¬ 
corded  in  Genesis  17  to  bless  Ishmael 
from  whom  the  Arab  nations  de¬ 
scended  and  said  the  Arab  nations 
have  become  great  as  God  promised. 
But  God’s  eevenant.  said  Draper,  he 
made  with  Isaac  and  ultimately  Is¬ 
rael.  “As  Bible  believing  Christians 
we  need  to  recognize  and  reaffirm  the 
right  of  Israel  to  exist  with  defined 
borders  and  in  peace  with  a  unifi^ 
Jerusalem.”  Draper  said  to  resound¬ 
ing  applause. 

But  throughout  Hagee’s  passionate 
rehetoric  condemning  everyone  from 
CBS  to  ‘Russia’s  paid  gangsters,  the 
•lewish  tensions,  the  past  two  years  PLO.  ”  to  that  “jackel  Arafat. ’’Draper 
■iraper  delicately  picked  his  way  applauded  only  occasionally  with  the 
through  to  a  statement  supporting  Is-  fervent  crowd  of  600  but  never  en- 
rael  ^  reaffirming  the  Arab  nations  thusiastically.  At  the  end  of  Hagee’s 
•s  nations  blessed  of  God  “Although  address,  when  the  crowd  rose  to  its 

feet.  Draper  remained  conspiciously 
seated  on  stage. 

Richard  Fogel,  chairman  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League’s  Dallas  reg¬ 
ional  board,  stayed  seated  on  Draper’s 
right.  The  other  dozen  stage  per¬ 
sonalities  stood,  including  Moshe  Gid- 
ron,  consulate  general  of  Israel  at 
Houston. 

Draper  said  his  remaining  seated 
was  not  consciously  defiant  and  really 
had  no  meaning. 

The  rally  was  “much  too  hip  hip 
hooray  for  political  Israel,”  Draper 
said,  explaining  he  was  uncomfortable 
with  the  likely  perception  of  his  pre¬ 
sence.  “In  some  quarters  my  presence 
will  be  seen  as  supporting  everything 
that  happens  in  Israel/’ 

In  retrospect,  DrapeV.said  he  felt  he 
would  refuse  any  future  request  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  similar  events  but  said  once 
he  realized  the  rally’s  political  impli¬ 
cations.  “backing  out  at  the  last  mi¬ 
nute  would  have  sent  toe  wrong  mes¬ 
sage  to  American  Jews.” 

f  Jameson  is  employed  by  South¬ 
western  Seminary.  >  > 

Cooperative  progranr 
giving  ahead  of  1981 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Cooperative  Program  receipts  from 
the  34  state  Baptist  Conventions  for  the 
national  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
causes  were  more  than  $8  million  dd- 
lars  last  month,  representing  an  in¬ 
crease  of  9.17  percent  over  receipts 
from  July  1981. 

Designated  giving,  primarily  to  the 
Foreign  and  Home  Mission  boards, 
was  off  one-third  of  one  per  cent  from  a 
year  ago  at  almost  $2  8  million. 

For  the  fiscal  year  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  have  contributed  $77,807,808  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  to  underwrite 
missionary  and  educational  programs 
at  the  national  level  and  given  another 
$77,940,779  in  designated  gifts. 
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Denney  Jones 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
mission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  His  division  has  the  primary 
responsibility  of  working  directly  with 
churches  who  are  involved  or  in¬ 
terested  in  being  involved  in  a  radio 
and  television  ministry. 

In  addition,  he  works  directly  with 
the  national  ACTS  board  in  helping  to 
establish  cable  affiliates  from  the 
network.  Because  of  the  vast  numbers 
of  churches  who  now  televise,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  those  on  cable,  Jones  has 
been  developing  materials  to  assist  in 
the  training  of  volunteers  to  work  in 
church  related  television  ministries. 

The  session  on  Baptist  TelNet  will 
be  led  by  Joe  Denney,  manager  of 
Telecommunications  at  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville. 

Denney  has  been  with  the  Sunday 
School  Board  since  1963  in  various  re¬ 
sponsibilities  including  Research  Ser¬ 
vices  Department,  Broadman  Divi¬ 
sions;  supervisor,  Suf^lies  and  Au¬ 
diovisuals,  Broadman,  before  moving 
to  his  present  position. 

These  meetings  are  being  coordi¬ 
nated  for  Mississippi  Baptists  by  Leon 
Emery,  Church  Administration  and 
Pastoral  Ministries  department,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
and  Farrell  Blankenship,  general 
manager  of  Cable  6  Television,  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Emergency  medicine 
week  promoted 

MEMPHIS— Baptist  Memorial 
Hospital  will  use  a  seminar,  tour,  de¬ 
monstration  and  display  during  the 
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High  named 
North  Carolina 
managing  editor 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Larry  E. 
r(igh  has  resigned  as  editor  of  the 
Maryland  Baptist  to  become  manag¬ 
ing  editor  of  the  North  Carolina  Bibli¬ 
cal  Record. 

High.  32.  has  been  editor  of  the 
.tH.0(X)-circulation  publication  of  the 
Maryland  Baptist  Convention  since 
t  (ctober  1979.  His  resignation  is  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  31.  He  will  assume  duties  on 
the  116.500-circulation  Biblical  Recor¬ 
der  Sept.  13. 

In  North  Carolina  he  will  work  with 
H.  G.  (Gene)  Puckett,  recently  elected 
'  ditor  of  the  news  journal  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  State  Convention  of  North  Caroli- 


Golllns  Baptist 
Collins 


By  Paul  Harrell,  director 
I^ssissippi  Brotherhood 
(fepartment 

The  help  of  Baptist  Men  from 
across  Mississippi  is  needed  in  the 
cofnpletion  of  the  Equipping 
Center  at  Parchman. 

Max  Hodges,  the  local  coor¬ 
dinator  reports  that  materials 
and  supplies  are  available  for 
completing  the  projects. 

“’The  spirit  of  interest  and  con¬ 
cern  have  activated  the  hearts  of 
men  who  have  donated  various 
building  materials. 

Now  is  the  time  for  other  Bap¬ 
tist  men  to  respond  with  construc¬ 
tion  teams  of  ten  to  twelve  persons 
so  that  we  may  complete  the 
building  before  the  encroachment 
of  inclement  weather. 

Volunteers  are  needed  with  the 
following  skills— dryw all,  trim 
work,  roofing,  masonry,  painting 
and  finish  carpentry. 

Explore  your  interest  and 
commitment  to  this  mission  pro¬ 
ject  by  contacting: 

Max  Hodges 

Box  646 

Moorhead,  Miss.  38761 

Office:  246-8404 

Home:  887-2197 


Brotherhood  Department 
Paul  Harrell;  Director 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
fits  start  from  first  day  i Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
ys  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


It  will  mark  the  second  time  the  two 
have  worked  together.  In  Maryland 
!  igh  was  associate  editor.  When  Puc¬ 
kett  resigned  in  1979  to  become  execu- 
:ive  director  of  Americans  United  for 
;  reparation  of  Church  and  State,  High 
j  'vas  named  acting  editor  and  then  was 
:  elected  editor. 

:  After  High’s  departure,  Lyn 
;  Sheehan,  assistant  editor,  will  func- 
:  (ion  as  editor.  The  Maryland  Baptist 
I  I  immittee.  a  group  of  10  pastors  and 
:  iny  persons  from  across  the  state,  hps 
:  enpointed  a  five  person  editorial  board 

•  *0  assist  Sheehan  in  her  duties.  Chair- 
:  man  is  Beryl  Little,  a  layman  from 

•  dlumbia.  Md. 

A  new  editor  probably  will  not  be 
.■^  ought  until  a  successor  to  Roy 
.  (tresham,  Maryland  executive  direc- 
'  tor,  has  been  named.  Gresham  will  re- 
:  tire  Dec.  31,  but  his  successor  is  ex- 

•  ivM;ted  to  be  named  before  the  annual 
’-Mtate  convention  in  November. 


week  of  Sept.  12-18  to  emphasize 
Emergency  Medicine  Week. 

The  thre^ay  emergency  medicine 
seminar  for  health  care  professionals, 
featuring  nationally  recognized 
specialists,  will  open  on  Sept.  16  in  the 
Frank  S.  Groner  Auditorium. 

On  Sept.  18,  the  day  the  seminar 
closes,  the  general  public  may  tour  the 
hospital’s  emergency  department  b^ 
tween  10  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m.,  William 
A.  Falvey,  seminar  program  director 
and  associate  medical  director  of  the 
emergency  department,  said. 

The  tours  are  open  to  persons  12  and 
older  and  the  number  of  tours  will  be 
influenced  by  patient  volume  and 
availability  of  emergency  department 
personnel,  the  physician  said. 


For  full  information  fill  out 


coupon  and  mail  to ; 

)I  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
70S  Hl-Way  80  West 
Clinton,  MS  39056 
(601)  924-1119 


Name 


Street 


Cbordi  Pew  Cusbtons:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti- 
mate  contact  —  C - 


Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  6934451. 


Phone 


(  iidfrvMillrn  h\  iMd  SihiIIuti)  I.iU-  lib>tiriiiii-t'*('(i 


Benefits  For:  1  0 

Hospital  entrance  fees 

Blood  transfusions  J 

Doctors  fees 

Ambulance  i 

Private  room  expense 

Nursing  Home  | 

Registered  nurse 

Extended  stay  i 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  4  STAINED  GLASS 


'MSHIONS 


Africa?  brotherhood  Leadership 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  3 
Thursdiiy,  September  9, 1982 


Laurel 


pastor  sent  to 
and  his  daughter  to  . 


will  have  training  time 

Brotherhood  leadership  in  Missis-  Elach  meeting  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
sippi  will  have  training  opportunities  and  end  about  9. 
during  area  conferences  thi?  month.  Leaders  for  these  conferences  are 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  state  approved  trained  area  coor- 
Board’s  brotherhood  department  is  dinators.  Especially  invited  to  these 
sponsoring  nine  area  leadership  con-  conferences  are  Brotherhood  direc- 
ferences  Sept.  20  and  Sept.  21  to  allow  tors,  Baptist  Men’s  leadership,  Royal 
participants  to  attend  one  close  to  Ambassador  leadership,  directors  erf 
home.  missions,  and  church  staffers  includ- 

The  Sept  20  conferences  will  be  at  ing  pastors. 


Cleanliness  is  indeed  next  to 
godliness.— John  Wesley 


WOSLD  S  LARGEST  MANurACTUREB 

Of  PIUROLJASS 

CHURCH  f^DU'CTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  stained  fiberglass  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES 

•  baptistry  heaters 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP) — Warren  and  Joanah  Rush 
were  about  to  call  their  youngest  daughter.  Deborah,  last 
summer  when  the  phone  rang. 

It  was  Deborah.  “Daddy,  guess  what  happened.”  she 
blurted  excitedly.  “Freddy  and  I  have  surrendered  to  mis¬ 
sions  and  we  want  to  go  to  Japan.” 

“Olj  really?”  Rush  replied.  “Guess  what  happened  on 
this  end  of  the  line.  ”  Already  grandparents,  the  Rushes  had 
just  made  the  same  decision — to  become  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Deborah,  26,  and  her  husband,  Freddy  Davis,  then  pastor 
of  Sabal  Palm  Baptist  Church,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  were 
appointed  missionaries  to  Japan  in  December  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  They  arrived  in 
Tokyo  April  15,  two  days  after  her  parents  were  named 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to  Senegal,  West  Africa,  at  a 
service  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

A  60-year-old  Alabama  native.  Rush  led  Parkway  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Tallahassee  for  20  years  as  pastor  before 
returning  in  1978  to  guide  Bethlehem  Baptist  Churefh  in 
Laurel,  Miss, 


were  closer  to  daughter  Deborah’s  age.  But  the  senior 
couple’s  energy  and  excitement  left  some  of  the  younger 
crowd  panting. 

“People  say  I’m  crazy,  but  don’t  blame  me, 

Rush.  “We  just  put  ourselves  on  the  altar  and  said,  ‘Lord, 
we’re  here.  We’re  available.’  The  Lord  answers  prayer, 
you  know.” 

’The  pair  will  leave  Mississippi  this  fall  for  three  n^tns 
of  orientation  in  Pine  Mountain  Ga.,  before  going  to 
Senegal.  Hie  move  marks  a  return  to  Africa  for  Rush,  who 
spent  the  better  part  of  two  years  in  tanks,  chasing  Rom- 
\  mel’s  German  desert  fighters  in  North  Africa  during  World 
War  II. 

He  expects  his  Senegal  assigrunent  to  be  far  happier. 
He’ll  lead  the  International  Church  of  Dakar,  an  English- 
speaking  congregation  in  the  capital  city  of  800,000.  An 
estimated  12.000-15,000  English-speaking  people  live  in 
Dakar,  including  members  of  the  diplomatic  and  business 
communities  and  students. 

Rush  dreams  of  becoming  “something  of  a  |Chaplain  to 
lid-  Dakar,”  establishing  relationships  with  diplomats,  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  and  business  leaders. 

He’s  no  stranger  to  public  officials.  As  pastor  at  Parkway 
church  in  Tallahassee,  Florida’s  capital,  he  dealt  regularly 
with  state  legislators  and  city  leaders.  For  18  years  he  was 
chaplain  to  the  Florida  Highway  Patrol,  and  for  10  y^rs 
chaplain  to  the  Tallahassee  Police  Department,  counsding 
both  officers  and  offenders.  ’*1  was  able  tolget  down  to  the 
nitty-gritty  with  the  police,”  he  says. 

’The  Rushes  got  down  “to  the  nitty-gritty”  at  home  too, 
according  to  their  missionary  daughter.  “They  taught  you 
to  practice  what  you  preach,”  Deborah  says.  “Everything 
that  my  parents  preached  to  others,  they  did  at  home.  They 
stressed  that  no  matter  what  I  did  in  life  or  what  I  wanted  in 
life,  Christ  was  always  to  come  first.”  _ 


Wnie  io» 
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BokI  Mission 
Thrust  Rea<*hinji( 
Propir  8?5  bv 


a  congregation  be  had  served  in  the 


Mississippi  Baptist  churches  sent  a 
total  of  $1,015,698  in  August  through  ^ 
the  offices  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  Etffl  Kelly,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  MBCB. 

Hiis  is  an  increase  of  $207,023  over 
the  1961  August  gifts  to  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program. 

Total  giving  for  1982  is  $8,884,221. 
The  1982  budget  pro  rated  at  eight 
months  would  be  $9,280,333.  This 
shows  that  there  is  a  slight  deficit  as  of 
Aug.  31  in  the  budget  of  $396,112.  TTie 
total  1962  budget  is  $13,920,500.  How¬ 
ever,  for  these  eight  months,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  have  increased  their 
giving  over  1961  a  total  of  $839,899,  a 
jump  of  10.4  percent. 

“■rhe  increase  in  giving  this  year 
over  1961  shows  that  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  have  their  fingers  on  the  pulse  of 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,”  said  Kelly. 


Why  mission  service  now?  “We  were  thinking  about 
what  we  wanted  to  do  if  the  Lord  let  us  retire,”  Rush  says, 
"'nie  first  thing  we  thought  of  was  to  take  off  and  start 
traveling.  But  the  Lord  spoke  to  us  and  said.  ‘’That’s  no¬ 
thing  but  selfishness.’  With  all  the  experience  we've  had  in 
our  ministry  why  put  it  on  the  shelf?  So  we  decided  we’d  be 
volunteer  missionaries.” 

Then  they  learned  that  the  age  limit  for  applying  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  missionary  associate  program 
had  been  extended  by  a  year  to  60.  making  Rush  eligible. 
Candidates  for  the  associate  program,  which  employs  mis- 
sionilries  for  renewable  four-year  terms,  include  applic¬ 
ants  past  the  age  of  45,  the  age  limit  for  appointment  as  a 
career  missionary.  I 

The  Rushes  were  the  only  grandparents  nanged  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Birmingham;  the  31  other  new  missionaries 


Not  Jusf  Slogans,  But  a  Compassionate 
Concern  for  Reaching  People— unsaved, 
frightened,  alienated,  and  lonely— for  Bible 
Study,  for  Christ,  and  for  Church 
Membership 


The  Rushes’  three  grandchildren  as  well  as  two  of  Rush's 
older  brothers,  ages  80  and  78,  witnessed  their  appoint¬ 
ment.  “I’m  the  baby  of  the  family.”  Rush  says. 


8.5  million  people  enrolled  In  Sunday  School 
by  September  30,  1 985 


Observer  sees  hope  for 
more  freedom  in  China 


The  Sunday  School  Department  of  The 
Sunday  School  Board  helping  your  church 
get  started  in  October  by: 

•  Conducting  Bold  People  Search 

•  Observing  Outreach  Month 

•  Setting  an  Enrollment  Goal 


foreign  religious  workers. 

Since  the  government-sanctioned  Three  Rec  Labs  sponsored  by  the 
reopening  of  some  Chinese  churches  in  church  recreation  department,  Bap- 
the  last  few  years,  however.  Bishop  tist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville, 
Ding  Guangkon,  Three  Self  leader  and  are  scheduled  for  1983.  Lake  Yale  Bap- 
presidentof  the  New  Chinese  Christian  tist  Assembly,  near  Leesburg,  Fla.,  is 
Council,  has  welcomed  limited  con-  the  site  of  the  first  Lab  Jan.  3-8.  The 
tacts  with  western  Christian  leaders,  second  Lab  will  be  Jan.  24-29  at 
He  has  received  visitors  ranging  from  Glorieta  (N.M.)  Baptist  Conference 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  rep-  Center,  and  the  third  will  be  Oct.  24-28 
resentatives  of  the  National  Associa-  at  Lake  Barkley  State  Park,  near 
tion  of  Evangelicals.  Harold  C.  Ben-  ,  Cadiz.  Ky.  Chester  Swor,  professor 
nett,  executive  secretary  of  the  South-  emeritus  at  Mississippi  College,  will 


ion.  but  restricts  public  propagation  of 
belief  to  atheism. 

The  section  on  freedom  of  religion  in 
the  new  document  declares  that  “no 
religious  affairs  may  be  dominated  by 
any  foreign  country”  and  that '  ‘no  one 
may  use  religion  to  carry  out  counter¬ 
revolutionary  activities  or  activities 
that  disrupt  the  social  order,  harm  the 
health  of  citizens,  of  obstructs  the  edu¬ 
cational  system  of  the  state.” 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  first 
entered  China  in  1846  and  began  more 
than  a  century  of  evangelistic,  medi¬ 
cal  and  educational  work  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  first 
mission  field.  Some  600  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  worked  in  China  b^ 
fofe  communists  gained  control  of  the 
mainland  in  1949  and  forced  out 


RiaiMOND,  Va.  (BP)- A  veteran 
observer  of  Christian  work  in  Asia  sees 
hope  that  a  new  Chinese  constitution  to 
be  ratified  this  fall  may  increase  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  in  China. 

“What  we  hope  for  is  a  statement 
that  vdould  include  not  only  the  right  to 
believe  or  not  believe  in  religion,  but 
also  the  freedom  to  share  one's  religi¬ 
ous  experience  and  the  freedom  of  as¬ 
sembly  for  religious  purposes.”  said 
George  Hays,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  BoEU-d’s  director  for 
Blast  Asia  and  a  former  missionary  to 
Japan. 

Released  in  April  for  public  debate 
before  ratification,  the  new  constitu¬ 
tion  would  replace  the  one  adopted  in 
1978,  which  allows  Chinese  citizens  the 
right  to  believe  or  not  believe  in  relig- 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Chupcli  FupnRure 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
Schooi  nnd  Church  use. 

EVFmVTHINaFOR 
the  SCHIKH. 
and  CHURCH 


group  to  China  in  November  ana  met 
with  Ding. 

A  member  of  the  constitutional  revi¬ 
sion  committee.  Ding  had  earlier  re¬ 
quested  that  the  reference  to  the  right 
to  propagate  atheism  in  the  1978  con¬ 
stitution  be  deleted,  leaving  a  simple 
statement  of  the  right  to  believe  or  not 
believe  in  religion.  . 


World  needs 
gifts  climb 


USMixBSU.. Licks  .off. with 
“Friday  Niffht  Live”  time 


Quality  World’s  Fair  Housing 

As  low  as  $12.00  PElf  NIGHT  to  church  folks. 

Air  conditioned,  private  baths,  maid  service, 
restaurants,  shopping  mall,  transportation  to  and  from  Fair 
Available  hourly.  Call  I^nas  Tarr  8:30  AM  -  5:30  PM 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-251-1105 

Mossy  Creek  Park,  P.  0.  Box  512,  Jefferson  City,  TN  37760 


RICHMOND,  Va..iBP)^qilt|iern 
Baptist  giving  to  worldwide  human 
needs  climbed  to  $2,124,719  in  the  first 
six  months  of  1962  while  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  allo¬ 
cated  $3,262,263  for  world  relief  in  the 
same  period. 

The  figures  show  a  34  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  giving  over  the  first  half  of 
1981  and  a  129  percent  increase  in  allo¬ 
cations.  Allocations  so  far  almost 
equal  the  year’s  total  for  1961  and  re¬ 
flect  Foreign  Mission  Board  efforts  to 
speed  use  of  relief  gifts,  which  have 
risen  dramatically  in  recent  years  and 
built  an  accumulation  of  unspent 
funds. 


Seminary  gets 
$250,000 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The 
Mabee  Foundation  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ,  has 
awarded  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  a  $250,000  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  toward  construction  of  the 
seminary’s  A.  Webb  Roberts  Library. 

Mabee’s  challenge  is  to  raise,  in 
cash  and  pledges,  the  entire  $4.6  mill¬ 
ion  construction  cost  by  Dec.  31. 

Through  the  seminary’s  Vision/85 
capital  needs  campaign  ib, 577, 532  had 
been  raised  by  June  30, 

The  library,  to  be  dedicated  Oct.  19, 
has  100,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
and  nearly  600,000  volumes. 


THANKS  TO  YOU, 

Mississippi  Baptists 
and  the 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  piic«  binding  and  atyte  lo  maat  avary 
n«ad  Quality  workmanahip  guaranlaad 
Wraa  lor  Hkjatratsd  prica  foldtr 
"lnt0rnalionally  known  sptemlists" 

norms  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 

■oa  30S-C  —  Qraanwaod,  Mlat.  3tn0 


Organizational  leaders  earn 
diplomas  for  second  quarter 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  CoUect  601-825-1955 


Mrs.  Diane  Minyard,  Coldwater,  Mar¬ 
shall;  Mrs.  Betty  Norton,  Coldwater, 
Marshall. 

BROTHERHOOD  LEADERSHIP 
ROYAL  AMBASSADOR  LEADERS 
AND  COMMITTEEMEN;  Johnny  M. 
Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 

BROTHERHOOD  LEADERSHIP 
BAPTIST  MEN  LEADERS:  Johnny 
M.  Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 

BROTHERHOOD  LEADERSHIP 
itlONEER  COUNSELORS;  Johnny 
M.  Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 

BROTHERHOOD  LEADERSHIP 
CRUSADER  COUNSELORS:  Johnny 
M.  Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 

MEDIA  SERVICES:  Mrs.  Audrey 
K.  Yates,  Union,  Smith.  ^ 

MISSIONS  ADULT:  James  K. 
Burke,  Straight  Bayou,  Sharkey  Is¬ 
saquena.  * 

BAPTIST  DOCTRINE:  Kenneth  R. 
McMillen,  Byhalia,  Marshall. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  PRESCHOOL 
LEADERS;  Greg  Massey,  Em¬ 
manuel,  Grenada. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  YOUNGER 
CHILDREN  LEADERS:  Greg  H. 
Massey,  Emmanuel,  Grenada. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  OLDER  CHIL¬ 
DREN  LEADERS:  Greg  H.  Massey, 
Emmanuel,  Grenada;  Rhonda  Car- 
roll,  First,  Jackson. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  YOUTH  LEAD¬ 
ERS:  Greg  H.  Massey,  Emmanuel, 
Grenada. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  ADULT  LEAD¬ 
ERS:  Greg  H.  Massey,  Emmanuel, 
Grenada. 

CHURCH  MUSIC  GENERAL  OF¬ 
FICERS  LEADERS :  Greg  H.  Massey. 

DEACON  MINISTOY:  J.  B.  Black, 
Calvary,  Hinds-Madison. 


The  following  leado-ship  diplomas  ERS:  Mrs.  Peggy  Ward,  Highland 
have  been  received  by  Mississippi  Warren. 

Baptist  Church  organizational  leaders  CHURCH  TRAINING  LEADER 
during  the  quarter  April-May-June,  SHIP  PRESCHOOL  LEADERS: 
1982:  Johnny  M.  Williams,  West  McComb 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEADERSHIP  Pike. 

PRE&CHOOL  LEADERS:  Mrs.  CHURCH  TRAINING  LEADER 
Becky  J.  Vaughn,  Meadville,  SHIP  CHILDREN  LEADERS 
Franklin;  John  C.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Mead-  Johnny  M.  Williams,  West  McComb 
ville,  Franklin;  Mrs.  Jo  H.  Smithey,  Pike. 

Fifteenth  Avenue,  Lauderdale;  Mrs.  CHURCH  TRAINING  LEADER 
Jo  Barber,  South  Side,  Lauderdale;  SHIP  YOUTH  LEADERS:  Johnny  M 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Snowden,  State  Boulevard,  Williq/ns,  West  McComb.  Pike. 
Lauderdale;  Johnny  Williams,  West  CHURCH  TRAINING  LEADER 
McComb,  Pike.  SHIP  GENERAL  OFFICERS;  Gem 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEADERSHIP  A.  Dinwiddle.  Arlington  Heights 
CHILDRENS  LEADERS:  Mrs.  Jackson. 

Brynda  Pendergrast,  First,  Adams,  SPECIAL  MINISTRY  LEADERS 
Jim  Pendergrast,  First,  Adams;  Mrs.  MENTALLY  RETARDED;  Johnnj 
Brooxye  Sanders,  First,  Hinds-  M.  Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 
Madison;  Johnny  M.  Williams,  West  W.M.U.  LEADERSHIP  GIRLS  H 
McComb.  Pike.  ACTION  LEADERS:  Mrs.  Johnny  M 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEIADERSHIP  Williams,  West  McComb.  Pike. 
YOUTH  LEADERS:  Mrs.  Donnetta  W.M.U.  LEADEIRSHIP  MISSIO^ 
Shepherd.First,  Hinds-Madison;  Mrs.  FRIENDS  LEADERS:  Mrs.  Johnn; 
Sharon  Ingram.  Fifteenth  Avenue,  M.  Williams.  West  McComb,  Pike. 
Lauderdale;  Johnny  Williams.  West  W.M.U.  LEADERSHIP  ACTEE^ 
McComb,  Pike.  LEADERS;  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Williams 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEADERSHIP  West  McComb,  Pike;  Mrs.  Denni 
ADULT  LEADERS;  Earl  Sessums,  Taylor,  Strong  River,  Simpson. 
First,  Hinds-Madison;  Ralph  Stokes,  W.M.U.  LEADERSHIP  BAPTIS' 
First,  Hinds-Madison;  Mrs.  Linda  WOMEN  LEADERS:  Mrs.  Jeffie  C 
Dampeer.  Fifteenth  Avenue,  Lauder-  Windom,  Bethel,  Copiah;  Mrs.  Karei 
dale-  Kenneth  McMillen,  Byhalia,  A.  Ellzy,  Strong  River,  Simpson; 
Marshall  Gerald  Adderholt,  W.M.U.  LEADERSHIP  BAPTIS' 
PricevUle,’Lee.  YOUNG  WOMEN:  Mrs.  Johnny  M 

ADVANCED  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Williams,  West  McComb,  Pike. 
LEADERSHIP  GENERAL  OFFIC-  W.M.U.  LEADERSHIP  OFFIC 
ERS  William  G.  Watson,  Ridgecrest,  ERS:  Johnny  M.  Williams,  Wes 
Hinds-Madison;  M.  Joe  Young,  Paul.  McComb,  Pike;  Mrs.  Patricia  Farley 
Tallahatchie;  Robert  Reno,  South  Coldwater,  Marshall;  Mrs.  Sara  Fai 
Louisville.  Winston.  Coldwater,  Marshall,  Mrs-  Dori 

advanced  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  Foshee,  Coldwater,  Marshall;  Mrs 
LEADERSHIP  PRESCHOOL  LEAD-  Louise  Mauney,  Coldwater,  Marshal 


Pianos 

Steinway ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen*. . .  Wurlitzer 
'  Complete  Music  Department 
'  Free  Delivery 
'  We  Specialize  in  Church 
^stalladons  u 

fPtano  cKouac 

UniversityiMall  at  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg  (601)  264-2220 


We're  loving 

Ameiicali  htirts  and  pains  away! 


The  Home  hUuhMi  Board  thanks  you  for  Joining  us  as  we  teach  out  to 
love  the  unlovely,  touch  the  untouilhable  and  help  the  helpless. 

The  1981  Annie  Armstrong  Euter  Offering  was  the  highest  offering 
ever  received,  amounting  to  $18,539,913.  Mississippi  ^ptlsts  gave  a 
record  total  of  $1,114,587. 

Wh  also  express  our  appreciation  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
and  the  Brotherhood — nationwide,  statewide,  In  associations  and  In 
local  churches — for  supporting  and  promoting  this  offering.  But  more 
Important,  for  exemplt^ng  durt  spirit  of  sacrlfldal  gMng. 

These  ten  Mississippi  churches  gtwe  the  highest  total  amount  to  the 
1981  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering;* 

1.  First  Road  BM>tist  Church  I  Jackson 

2.  First  Baptist  Oiurch  I  Columbus 

3.  Aha  Vbods  Baptist  Church  Jackson 

4.  Broadmoor  BapUat  Church  Jackson 

5.  Morrtaon  Heights  BaptUi  Church  Clinton 

6.  First  Baptist  uurch  Gulh>on 

7.  First  Baptist  Church  Vicksburg 

8.  First  Baptist  Church  Aberdeen 

9.  First  Baptlsi  Church  '  Amoiy 

10.  Felrview  Bapttst  Church  Columbus 

These  ten  Mississippi  chur^es  with  25  or  more  resident  members 
showed  the  highest  per  ci^ta  giving;* 

1.  Center  Ridge  Baptist  Church 

2.  Berwick  Biqrtist  Church 

3.  Shiloh  Baptist  Church 

4.  Nmt  Hope  Baptlsi  Oiurch 

5.  Mission  Hill  Baptist  Church 

6.  Union  HIU  Bap^  Church 

7.  Learned  Bimitat  Oitach 

8.  Oak  Grove  Baptitt  Church 

9.  Eruetpriae  Baptitt  Chuadi 

10.  Maniac  Baptiat  Church' 

Ybu  still  have  a  chsnceto  ease  someone's  pain.  Funds  ate  still  being 
received  for  the  1982  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 

*F)guras  bwd  on  Chuich  Untfonn  Lcam  and  stMe  comentton  tocordii 
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Thursday,  September  9, 1982 


By  Faith  in  Him 


Missions  is  missions  in  Mississippi 


State  missions”  is  an  adequate  and 
accurate  concept  for  the  annual  Mar¬ 
garet  Lackey  Offering  that  will  ac¬ 
company  the  season  of  prayer 
scheduled  for  Sept.  12  to  15.  About  a 
third  of  the  total  will  go  to  new  mis¬ 
sions  in  Mississippi. 

The  goal  for  the  1982  Margaret  Lac¬ 
key  State  Missions  Offering  is  $375,000. 
About  one-third  of  that  total,  or 
$124,000.  is  for  new  missions.  ^ 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  other 
items  that  are  apart  of  the  state  mis¬ 
sions  budget,  the  new  missions  item  is 
the  cushion  in  the  package.  That  is,  the 
total  new  missions  item  is  not  funded 
unless  the  total  goal  of  $375,000  is 
reached.  This  is  an  excellent  reason 
for  suggesting  that  the  total  goal  for 
the  Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for 
State  Missions  is  one  that  is  vital. 

Other  areas  of  witnessing  to  the  lost 
in  Mississippi  will  be  fund^  by  other 
items  in  the  Margaret  Lackey  budget. 
The  list  has  been  run  in  the  Baptist 


Record  in  the  last  three  issues,  but  it  to  girls  at  Garaywa,  for  special  minis-  heeds.  Without  the  input  of  prayer,  all 
would  be  worthwhile  to  mention  those  tries  to  National  Baptists  and  Indians,  the  output  of  money  and  witnessing 
items  covered  again.  They  represent  for  a  ministry  at  Parchman,  for  would  be  futile.  Without  prayer  we 

efforts  to  find  the  lost  in  our  own  state  church  building  aid  and  for  supple-  could  not  give  enough  money  to  be  ef- 

and  do  something  about  their  condi-  ments  to  pastors’  salaries,  and  for  fective.  With  prayer  we  cannot  fail  to 

tion.  mission  awareness.  There  is  also  an  give  enough  to  be  effective. 

Are  the  lost  in  Mississippi  any  better  item  for  disaster  relief,  though  the  vVe  are  well  intn  m 

off  than  the  lost  in  Indonesia?  Of  target  of  this  ministry  is  more  relief  There  are  onl  v  in  vMrfw. 

course  not!  We  do  well  when  we  get  than  witnessing.  But  the  efforts  at  pro-  tnrv  Our  JrVf/in  m 

ready  to  give  so  that  the  lost  in  In-  viding  relief  also  provide  an  outstand-  avaHable  t mu?® 

donesiamighthearthegospel.  Andthe  ing  witness.  Sie  end  o  Te  eenLv 

same  holds  true  for  the  lost  in  Japan  The  theme  for  1982,  however,  ^gre  suDoosed  to  have  tha^nlln’  k® 

and  Surinam  and  Argentina  and  suggests  more  than  giwng.  It  is  “Let  this  vear^^ndit  k  S 

Paraguay  and  Uruguay  and  Nigeria  usgo.  .  and  see.  ’"^e  challenge  is  gbou^t  evervbodv  in 

and  about  90 other  foreign  nations.  But  to  do  more  than  sit  comfortably  but  hear  the  in  c 

the  need  is  every  bit  as  great  next  door  idly  by  but  also  to  do  our  part  by  reach-  wanted  to^  We  haven’t'h^en  ^nari  ^® 
or  maybe  even  in  our  own  households.  ing  in  our  pockets.  It  is  to  go,  and  it  is  to  lariv  bold  however  in^®" 

We  are  the  missionaries  in  Missis-  see.  And  as  we  go  and  see.  how  can  we  ?i^t  a’l 
sippi.  We  send  others  to  Indonesia,  Ja-  help  but  provide  a  witness  where  it  is 

pan,  and  so  forth;  but  there  is  nobody  needed?  This  is  part  of  being  a  missio-  Whether  or  not  we  have  failed  to 
to  send  to  Mississippi.  We  are  already  nary.  meet  a  1982  goal  by  one  definition  or 

here,  and  it  is  up  to  us.  We  must  do  it.  But  there  is  still  another  element  to  another,  the  fact  remains  that  there 

There  is  nobody  else.  the  total  picture,  and  it  is  the  most  im-  ^rc  a  mill  ion  lost  people  in  Mississippi . 

The  money  is  of  great  importance,  portant  of  all.  This  is  the  State  Mission  We  must  give  it, all  we’ve  got.  We 
'There  are  items  for  developing  boys  at  Season  of  Prayer,  and  prayer  is  the  must  be  particularly  bold  in  giving,  go- 
Central  Hills,  for  providing  a  witness  main  ingredient  of  the  state  missions  mg.  and  praying. 


IW6TEAD  CP  CABIjyikJfi  V 
THE  WOElD... 


The  v\CElD  VOU  ABE  JNDEB  PEE66UBE,  auT  BE  COKFIDENT  ! 

I  HAVE  CVERCGME  THE  WOZiV—CMe/Sr U>-3i  BEEKElEVViJ 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Aime  Wasbbarn  McWflUams 


visits  BSSB 


Wliere  we  can’t  question 
/e’re  in  deep  trouble” 


to  perform.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Jack  Can  beauty  pageants  be  related  to 
Evans  of  Taylorsville,  recalls  that  she  Christian  living?  Dianne  thinks  so.  In 
liked  to  stand  on  a  table  or  platform  the  Vicksburg  pageant  she  led  a  devo- 
andsing.  If  anybody  clapped,  she’d  go  tional  time  with  other  contestants, 
on  and  on.  Soon  she  started  watching  reading  Scripture  selections  (one  she 
Miss  America  on  television  and  play-  likes  is  John  14:13-14)  and  leading  in 
ing  “judge.”  During  her  first  pageant  prayer.  ‘‘We  were  all  praying  for  the 
at  age  8  she  nearly  “bombed  out,”  she  same  thing— to  win,  but  losing  helps  to 
remembers,  for  she  messed  up  her  build  character,”  she  said  “As  Miss 
‘  song  and  ran  out  crying.  But  she  America,  1  could  share  my  faith  with 
“thought  positive”  even  then  and  many.  And  I  want  to  share  it,  wherever 
quickly  said,  “I’ll  do  better  next  I  am.” 

time.”  At  age  10  she  won  in  Little  Miss  In  future,  she  would  like  to  have  a 
competition.  In  years  since  she  has  televisionshowof  her  own,  or  do  .some- 
been  winner  or  near  winner  in  numer-  thing  else  in  the  performing  arts  field, 
•ous  pageants,  always  singing.  “With  “Or  I  might  go  to  California  to  be  Tom 
every  one  I  learned  a  lot,  and  im-  Lester’s  agent.  He’s  offered  the  job” 
proved  and  grew  a  little,”  she  said.  She  She  added,  “I  hope  some  day  to  marry 
has  never  taken  voice  lessons,  though  and  have  kids.”  Her  special  boy 
she  learned  to  play  the  flute  and  the  friend.  Ford  Bowlin,  Carey  student 
piano,  and  took  dancing  fessons.  from  San  Antonio,  “knows  he  must 

“My  mother  called  me  her  miracle  take  a  back  seat  for  now,”  she  said 
baby,”  Dianne  said.  Her  mother  was '  Ralph  Noonkester,  presiaeni  ot  wii- 
38  when  she  was  born,  and  her  father  liam  Carey  College,  said  to  assembled 
was  46 — her  two  brothers  16  and  10.  A  students  and  faculty,”  ‘‘'Diere  is  none 
baby  sister,  born  five  years  earlier,,  other  whose  accomplishments  please 
had  died  because  of  RH  factor  compli-  us  more  than  Dianne  Evans.  She  rep- 
cations.  Dianne  had  the  same  type  resentsthespiritdf  William  Carey  Col- 
problem  at  birth,  plus  yellow  jaundice,  lege.  No  one  could  make  a  better  Miss 
and  required  blood  transfusions  and  a  Mississippi,  or  a  better  Miss  Ameri- 
long  hospital  stay.  “I  believe  the  faith  ca.”  I  agree, 
my  mother  had  is  what  made  me  sur¬ 
vive.  And  because  1  did,  she  always 

felt  like  the  Lord  had  something  spe-  firirlitifr 

cial  for  me  to  do.”  i  dL-i-iiiiuillg  .  .  . 

AtS  ^emadea profession rffaith in  (Continued  from  page  U 

land  Ranti<!t  rhiirrh  hv  a  tension  and  'Clv«  conflict  "MlS- 

land  Baptist  enurch,  ijw  by  a  student  gjonaries  have  oUl'  role  to  play  in  eas 

team  from  Wi  lam  Carey  College,  j^g  ending  the  conflict.”  Ragland 

Ye^s  later,  after  she  d  received  a  ^aid.  “We  believe  through  our  dedjpa- 

basketball  scholarship  at  Carey  and  prayer  and  through  the  Inter- 

cessory  prayer  of  Baptists  in  America 
Rich^d  Davis,  a  member  of  that  stu-  n,ediate  to  us  the  grace  by 

dent  team i^s  youthdirector  at T^m-  which  we  can  achieve  peace  in  this 
pie  Bap  1st  Church,  Hattiesburg.  Con-  bloodstained  and  tearstateed  nation  ” 
sequently.  she  joined  that  church.  , ,  nnann  fnr  ri  r  i 


Miss  Mississippi,  a  Baptist  and  a 
1982  ^|kiuate  of  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege,  i8^  Atlantic  City  this  week.  Her 
goal  ay]  her-dream— to  be  crowne^ 
Miss  America  next  Saturday  night. 

On  the  night  of  July  17,  when  Dianne 
Evans,  22,  won  the  Vicksburg  pageant, 
she  said,  “Lplan  to  start  tomorrow 
morning  and  work  as  hard  as  1  can” 
That’s  what  she  did  for  the  next  six 
weeks,  while  staying  at  the  home  of 
her  traveling  companion,  Megan 
(Mrs.  Kurt)  Schrock,  on  Windy  Lake 
tive,  fair  and  to  present  all  sides.  I  see  I  Drive  in  Vicksburg. 

k  .  u  Su  morning  I  saw  her.  she  had 

-On  biblica  issues  about  whicli  Pressed  for  a  swimming  pool  visit  to 
Southern  Baptists  ddfer,  such  as  the  her  tan  (which  I  thought 

Second  Coming.  Wo  fe  said  he  d^s  3  ^ 

feel  there  is  a  ne^  to  presen  both  ^3,3  ,3^^,  3  white  sun- 

•n®  ^  ^  I  blouse  with  narrow  shoulder  straps. 

To  build  bridges  of  communication,  3^^  dynamic 

n^Tdo  We"nSVe'f?:e"dom  to  energy  and  at  the  same  time  appear  so 
need  to  ao.  We  ne^  tne  treedoni  to  serenely  poised?  I  asked  myself.  At 

express  feelings  witooul  being  tebel-  j.g..,  weighing  124,  she  wanted  to 
led atroublemaker.  Wen^dtobeabte  , jg  3.^  33^^  ^rown 

to  quesuon  anything  that  needs  to  be  ^air  is  shouPder  length.  Black  lashes 
quesUon^  as  long  as  we  do  it  con-  ^er  expressive  blue  eyes. 

For  the  cqmpetition,  she  wanted  to 
continue  intensive  self-improvement. 
“Being  mentally  ready  is  hard  work.” 
she  confided.  (She  was  a  Dean’s  List 
Scholar  atCarey. )  Nights  she  had  been 
questioned  tn  mock  interviews  about 
wdrld  piblitics,  social  issues,  etc.  For 
hours  at  a  stretch  she  practiced  sing¬ 
ing.  In  Atlantic  City,  as  she  did  in 
Vicksburg,  she  will  sing  “Stormy 
Weather.  ”  Keith  Thompson  and  Philip 
Fortenberry,  musicians  and  Carey 
grads,  as  her  talent  coaches  arranged 
the  music  and  advised  her  on  its  pre¬ 
sentation. 


To  keep  in  shape  physically,  she  has 
been  jogging  a  little  and  swimming  a 
lot  (she  majored  in  P.E. ).  She  watches 
her  diet  (avoids  carbohydrates  and 
sweets,  eats  fruit,  broiled  or  boiled 
meat,  some  vegetables,  drinks  a  little 
milk). 

Afternoons  in  Vicksburg  she  and 
Megan  often  went  shopping,  to  select 
her  wardrobe  for  Atlantic  City,  or  to 
.Scott’s  Hair  Affair  for  hairdos  and 
manicures  Kurt  Schrock,  a  dentist, 
checked  her  teeth,  and  an  opthal- 
mologist  checked  her  vision. 

“Cheryl  Prewitt  Blackwood’s  pep 
talk  meant  a  lot  to  me,”  she  said.  “She 
told  me.  ‘You  have  what  it  takes  to  win. 
You  must  be  spiritually  ready,  as  well, 
for  that  is  an  important  part  of  this 
competition,  too.” 

From  the  age  of  2,  Dianne  has  liked 


Bv  Linda  Lawson 

NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (BP)- 
Southern  Baptists  must  put  aside 
philosophical  differences,  accept  di¬ 
versity  that  is  inevitable  in  a  13.8- 
million-member  denomination,  and 
begin  to  trust  each  other  again,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  president  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Pastors  Conference 

Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Baptist  Church.  Mobile.  Ala.,  spent 
Aug.  23-24  in  informal  dialogue  with 
Sunday  School  Board  personnel.  The 
visit  was  a  follow -up. to  conversations 
earlier  in  the  summer  between  Wolfe 
and  Morton  Rose,  vice  president  for 
church  programs  and  services,  about 
the  need  for  improved  communication 
within  the  denomination. 

Wolfe  believes  current  divisions 
center  primarily  in  philosophical  dif¬ 
ferences  about  worship,  how  to  carry 
out  the  mission  of  the  local  church  and 
w  hat  evangelism  is— not  the  Bible.  He 
is  confident  major differences  over  the 
Bible  were  resolved  at  the  1981  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  in  Los  Angeles 
when  Herschel  Hobbs  affirmed  that 
“truth  without  any  mixture  of  error” 
tn  the  "Baptist  Faith  and  Message” 
statement  referred  to  the  entire  Bible. 
Hobbs,  retired  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church.  Oklahoma  City,  chaired  the 
group  which  drafted  the  statement  of 
faith  adopted  in  1963. 

“We  didn't  vote  on  the  Bible  at  New 
Orleans  and  I’m  glad.”  Wolfe  said.  “I 
believe  95  percent  of  us  believe  the  Bi¬ 
ble.”  he  said  “I  don't  think  we  have  to 
have  the  same  methods  oc  forms  of 
worship  or  evangelism.  We've  got  to 


Seek  ye  first  the  kingdotn  of  Qod  and 
his  righteousness;  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you  (Matt.  6:33). 
God  should  be  first  in  our  lives.  All  our 
efforts  on  material  possessions  should 
take  second  place  if  we  have  God  first 
in  our  lives.  He  will  lead  us  into  the 
fulfillment  of  his  will  and  show  us  our 
true  goals  to  follow.— Lena  Scott  Price 


Dianne  Evans 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


we  accepted,  ^hat  a  great  Spirit  who  ped  him  for  his  leadership  role  in  the  try.  Not  saying  that  God  is  moved  by  couraging  as  well  as  informative 
transforms  us.  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  any  hour  of  prayer,  but  outwardly  With  sincere  regards. 

Steve  Kemp  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  .showing  that  we  will  pray  daily  and  do  Stanley  D.  Stamps 

Vet  Center  We  are  fully  confident  that  God  will  what  II  Chronicles  7:14  says  to  do. 

Atlanta,  Ga.  work  through  him  in  a  marvelous  way.  (Jerald  Homan 

We  commend  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Graysville,  Ala 
McBride  to  our  fellow  Baptists  in  Mis- 
Baptists  in  New  York  '  sissippi  and  pledge  to  them  our  prayer 
*  support  as  he  leads  through  the 

Editor:  Cooperative  Missions  Department. 

Metro  Baptist  Church  is  a  growing  Howard  Taylor,  moderator 

Southern  Baptist  church  on  the  island  Jack.son  County  Baptist  Associa- 

of  Manhattan.  We  are  a  family  of  tion 
Christians  who  love  New  York  and 
enjoy  living  and  working  in  America’s 

largest  city.  ? 

We  became  a  church  family  because  Thanks  to  Vl  illiam  Carey 
God  called  us  into  being  and  gave  us  a 
mission  in  the  city.  It  is  thrilling  to  see  Editor : 

and  experience  the  working  of  the  liv-  Plea.se  allow  me  to  use  your  column 
ing  God  in  this  glorious  city.  God  is  to  thank  the  officials  of  William  Carey 
blessing  our  church.  We  are  confident  College  for  inviting  senior  citizens  to 
that  God  will  continue  to  bless  us  as  take  non-credit  courses  at  the  coast 
1  long  as  we  are  faithful  to  the  message  campus'.  I  am  nearing  the  end  of  the 
and  mission  entrusted  to  us.  second  such  course,  “Survey  of  the  Old 

We  are  writing -to  ask  for  your  help.  Testament.”  The  other  was  “Survey  of 
It  is  easy  to  move  to  NYC  and  get  lost  the  New  Testament.”  Mr.  Walter 
—  intentionally  or  unintentionally.  Brown  is  doing  an  excellent  job  teach- 
We’re  asking  you  to  help  us  locate  per-  ing  these  courses.  I  have  found  them  to 
sons  who  live  in  the  city  who  would  be  very  interesting,  challenging,  and 
willing  to  identify  themselves  as  inspirational.  These  courses  have 
Southern  Baptists  and  work  to  help  es-  given  me  a  greater  appreciation  for 
tablish  a  strong  Southern  Baptist  our  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
church  in  New  York  City.  Senior  citizens  who  are  not  Baptist  in 

If  you  know  of  such  persons  please  the  classes  have  testified  freely  of  the 
send  their  name  and  address  to:  helpfulness  of  these  courses. 

Metro  Baptist  Church  Thanks  again.  William  Carey,  and 

236  West  72nd  Street  thank  you.  Editor.  * 

New  York,  New  York  10023  Lilly  Pearl  Blake 

Thank  you  for  your  help.  Keep  us  in  Biloxi 
your  prayers.  And  if  you  are  ever  in  the  Thank  you  for  this  testmony.— 

city,  please  do  come  visit  with  our  Editor 


ill  Siiriiiatn 


land  as  the  future  site  for  Grace  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  The  property  is  just  two 
streets  over  from  our  “house  church” 
on  Ramalaan.  We  feel  that  it  is  just 
what  we  need.  It  is  in  walking  distance 
from  our  house  and  many  of  our  other 
church  members  homes,  and  it  is  just 
one  block  off  of  one  bus  line  and  just  six 
short  blocks  off  of  another  bus  line  so 
that  people  who  come  by  bus  will  find  it 
convenient.  God  is  so  good  f 

We  have  hopes  of  acquiring  tempor¬ 
ary  rental  property  close  by  to  use 
until  the  church  building  can  be  built. 
Keep  praying  about  this.  We  need  tfiis 
space  before  our  Crusade  beginning 
Oct.  3rd.  Keep  praying  for  our 
crusade,  Oct.  3-25. 

We  count  it  a  joy  to  be  a  part  of  what 
God  is  doing  in  Surinam. 

/  James  and  Zelma  Foster 

Thanks  for  ministry’ 

Editor: 

As  a  Vietnam  veteran  I  want  to 
thank  Southerh  Baptists  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

First,  thank  you  for  providing  chap¬ 
lains  to  the  arihed  forces.  I  met  one  in 
Vietnam.  He  baptized  me  in  the  Quang 
TYi  River.  I  j 

Second,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  America.  During  my 
last  two  years  in  the  service,  my  wife 
and  I  joined  one.  'This  church  was  in 
North  Carolina. 

Next,  thank  you  for  the  seminaries 
you  provide  through  the  Cooperative 
Program.  New  Orleans  Seminary  fed 
my  soul  for  three  years.  God  used 
these  men  to  reveal  himself  to  me  in  a 
new  manner.  Again,  thank  you  for 
Baptist  associations  and  associational 
missionaries.  Today,  as  a  Baptist 
minister,  1  travel  the  state  of  Georgia, 
working  with  Vietnam  veterans. 
Thanks  to  the  dedication  of  these  as¬ 
sociational  missionaries  and  local  pas¬ 
tors,  more  Vietnam  veterans  are 
meeting  Jesus  Christ.  Thank  you.  Bap¬ 
tists,  for  introducing  me  to  the  various 
means  of  ministries. 

If  not  for  you  Baptists  I  do  not  know 
what  my  life  would  be  like  today.  But 
today  I  am  blessed  by  God  because  you 
galve  of  your  time,  self,  and  money. 
You  really  believe  the  “Great  (Com¬ 
mission.”  As  a  Baptist  I  pray  we  never 
forget  or  lose  such  vision.  What  a  great 
God  we  worship.  What  a  great  Savior 


Editor:  , 

Thank  you.  Mississippi  Baptists,  for 
your  prayers  for  us  and  the  Lord’s 
work  here  in  Surinam.  Your  prayers 
mean  a  lot  to  us.  and  we  feel  the  effects 
of  your  praying.  Since  the  organization 
of  our  church.  Grace  Baptist,  on  Jan. 
31'.  we  have  baptized  10  new  (Christians 
and  received  four  others  by  letter,  so 
on  July  26  we  had  doubled  our  mem¬ 
bership.  God  has  really  moved  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  people  we  have 
witnessed  and  you  have  prayed. 

We  have  tri^  to  keep  careful  re¬ 
cords  of  contacts  we  have  made  and 
decisions  that  have  been  made.  To 
date  there  have  been  103  people  who 
have  come  to  know  Jesus  since  we 
came  to  Surinam  and  began  the  work 
that  God  has  called  us  to.  We  praise 
Him  for  calling  us.  empowering  us, 
and  using  us  in  this  land !  We  thank  you 
for  upholding  us  constantly  in  your 
pr^vers. 

Another  victory  and  a  definite  an¬ 
swer  to  your  prayers  and  ours  came 
Aug.  19t  when  we  settled  on  a  piece  of 


No  censorship  on  Bush 

Editor; 

A  Fundamentalist  political 
magazine  has  recently  published  a  to¬ 
tally  erroneous  accusation  that  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission 
practiced  censorship  by  eliminating 
the  speech  of  Vice-President  George 
Bush  from  video  tapes  available  to  the 
churches.  In  truth,  the  speeches  of  all 
pre-convention  and  convention  speak¬ 
ers  including  Mr.  Bush  are  available  in 
the  way.  Southern  Baptists  have  al 
ways  had  them  —  on  audio  tajie  for  $4 
per  tape.  Not  one  word  of  Mr.  Bush's 
speech  has  been  lost.  Hundreds  of 
these  tapes  have  been  distributed 
since  the  convention  and  can  still  be 
ordered. 

(Contrary  to  the  article,  as  all  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  know,  there  has  never 
been  a  “documentary  of  the  events” 
(of  the  SBC)  to  show  Baptists  who 
were  not  able  to  come  a  visual  record 
of  the  event.  ^ 

No  video  tape  of  speakers  has  ever 
been  provided.  (Contrary  to  accusa¬ 
tions  of  political  partisanship  in  that 
process,  no  video  tape  was  provided 
when  President  Jimmy  Carter  spoke 
in  Atlanta  or  when  then  Vice-President 
Gerald  Ford  spoke  in  Dallas  or  when 
President  Ford  spoke  in  Norfolk. 

The  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  product  a  one-hour  evangelistic 
program  of  the  Billy  Graham  rally  for 
local  churches  to  sponsor  in  their  mar¬ 
ket.  To  expedite  that  process  and 
lower  the  costs  to  the  churches,  all 
available  tape  stock  was*pressed  into 
service  including  the  “outtakes”  or 
materials  not  us^  from  the  three  hour 
service.  Our  sole  purpose  was  to  invite 
the  lost  to  Christ  through  this  effbrL 
We  are  grateful  to  God  that  so  fa^  more 
than  7,600, (MX)  households  have  had  op¬ 
portunity  to  receive  the  message  of 
Christ  through  the  program  and  re¬ 
ports  have  come  of  many  coming  to 
Christ. 

I  would  appreciate  your  help  in  set- 


Stamps  to  Honduras 

Editor 

Just  a  note  to  say,  that  after  an  ex¬ 
tended  furlough  and  the  wait  to  be 
reassigned,  Glenna  and  I  are  on  our 
way  to  our  new  field  of  service  in  Hon¬ 
duras.  We  ^e  quite  happy  and  excited 
to  be  on  our  way  at  last.  Our  new  as¬ 
signment  will  be  in  field  evangelism, 
church  planting,  and  development. 

For  the  first  10  months  we  will  live  in 
and  serve  in  the  area  of  La  Ceiba  on  the 
Caribbean  Coast.  Afterward  we  Will 
relocate  in  a  department  (state)  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  hopefully  in 
pioneer  work.  This  year  we  are  taking 
the  place  of  Hoyt  and  Louise  Roberts 
who  have  served  in  La  Ceiba,  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  The  Roberts  and  we  were 
appointed  as  missionaries  together  on 
December  13,  1982. 

We  are  aware  many  fellow  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  have  a  vital  missions  in¬ 
terest  in  Honduras  due  to  their  partici¬ 
pation  in  work  projects  there  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  pur  own  Southern  Baptist 
mission  organization;  some  through 
their  contacts  with  Landon  Wilkersbn 
in  Puerto  Lempii‘a;  anjd  others 
through  projects  promoted  by  a  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Baptist  International 
Missions  Incorporated,  which  is  not 
connected  with  our  Southern  Baptist 
missions. 

Prayer  on  New  Year’s  In  the  future  a  number  of  Mississippi 

Baptists  will  be  visiting  Honduras, 
Editor:  most  for  missions  involvement  and 

On  July  4. 1982,  Congressman  Albert  many  for  personal  pleasure.  We  want 
Lee  Smith  gave  a  message  on  II  to  let  our  friends  atd  brethren  in  Christ 
Chronicles  7:14,  which  moved  me  so  know,  we  will  be  happy  to  see  them  if 
much  that  I  decided  to  do  something  they  should  be  in  our-area.  Especially 
about  it.  would  we  be  glad  to  hear  from  them 

I  wrote  Dr.  Hudson  Baggett,  editor  '  beforehand  if  possible, 
of  The  Alabama  Baptist,  a  letter  which  Our  mail  address  is  Apartado  2,  La 
he  published  and  I  have  enclosed.  I  Ceiba,  Honduras,  and  our  telephone 
also  wrote  Dr.  James  Draper,  presi-  number  is  42-22-82.  Could  you  pass  this 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  (Jonven-  information  on  to  anyone  who  may  be 
tion.  interested. 

I  am  trying  to  get  God’s  people  to  ’ITiankyou  for  the  attention  you  pve 
pray  for  an  hour  on  Jan.  L 1983,  from  to  missions  and  missionary  activities 
11:30  a  m.  to  12:30  p.m.  for  our  coun-  in  the  Baptist  Record.  It  is  very  en- 
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ting  the  record  straight. 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  president 
Radio  and  TV  (Commission 


I^HIgggy,  September  I.  im 


Viet  writei:  accused 
^^flirting  with  God 

’  l/l  A  1.  .. 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAG£S 


™  «  Wgh-level  journal  like 
ttack  for  susoMtino  Kommummnay  be  a  warning  to  other 

writers  and  cultural  figures  whose 
opinions  do  not  coincide  with  official 
communist  doctrine. 

In  his  essay,  which  appeared  in  the 
a  famous  literary  monthly  Nash  Sovremenik 
Soloukhin  never  uses  the  word  “God” 
or  discusses  religion  per  se.  Soloukhin 
view  in  a  says  that  to  deny  the  existence  of  a 
higher  reason  would  be  to  argue  that 
such  “complicated  and  precise  or¬ 
ganisms  as  a  flower,  a  bird,  a  human 
being  and,  finally,  a  human  brain,  ap¬ 
peared  at  random— the  result  of  a 


anacK  lor  suggesting  ever  so  timidly 
Jhat  there  might  be  a  God.  Anthony 
Sarbieri.  Jr.,  Moscow  correspond^t 
Jor  the  Baltimore  Sun,  reports  that 
Vladimir  A.  Soloukhin,  a  famous 
^viet  poet  and  essayist  who  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Communist  Party  for 
50  years,  expressed  the  view  in  a 
widely  read  literary  journal  last  year 
Jhat  “in  the  Twentieth  Century,  there 
U  no  doubt  for  every  reasonable  ner. 


ters  from  readers  offendM  by  Sol-  ■■  n 

oukhin’s  suggestion  that  there  may  be  ]l| 

other  laws  of  scientific  socialism.  A 
corresponding  member  of  the  pre- 
stigious  Soviet  Academy  of  Sciences 

said  he  is  “surprised  when  there  slips  15+  OCeaPI  SOrinQS.  tO  C6 

into  magazines  religious-mystic  ideas  ’  K  57  > 

and  moods  which  are  deeply  alien  to  fi^sj  Baptist  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  has  designated  Sept, 
the  materialistic  world  outlook  that  12asadayofcelebrationofits150yearsof  ministry.  Special 

_  dominates  our  country.”  The  scienti^  activities  are  planned  for  the  morning  service,  which  will  be 

lucky,  blind  and  unprogrammed  com-  identified  as  M.  Rutkyevich,  accused  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds,  states  the  pastor,  Paul  D. 

bination  of  chemical  elements.  The  Soloukhin  of  “flirting  with  God.”  Aultman.  The  church  was  organized  Sept.  8, 1832,  sixty  years 


iri,  the  sugges- 
nms  counter  to 


Just  for  the/? ccorJ 


Sorrells  fund  lag 
SBC  help  sought 


Flora  Baptist  Church  will  celebrate 
the  100th  birthday  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hem¬ 
phill,  with  special  recognition  during 
the  morning  service.  Sept.  12.  Mrs. 

Hemphill,  a  member  of  the  Flora 
Church,  will  be  100  on  Sept.  9.  W.  P. 

Davis,  Jackson,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  on 
Sunday. 

Carnation  Baptist  Church,  Okolona, 

will  have  homecoming  and  celebrate 
its  25th  anniversary  on  Sept.  12,  begin¬ 
ning  with  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m. 

Dwight  Brown,  pastor,  said  that  a 
special  recognition  service  will  be  held 
from  1:30  to  3:00  in  the  afternoon.  A 
covered  dish  lunch  will  be  provided. 

An  offering  goal  of  $4,000.00  has  been 
set,  for  putting  a  new  roof  on  the 
church,  and  making  other  church  im¬ 
provements. 

The  Children’s  department  of  Sun¬ 
shine  Baptist  Church,  Pearl,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  musical,  “The  Music 
Machine,”  at  7 : 30  p.m.  on  Sept.  26,  re¬ 
ports  the  pastor,  &m  Creel. 

In  Alcorn  Association,  Baptist 
churches  are  continuing  to  enlarge 
and  upgrade  their  facilities.  Antioch  sionaries  to  Brazil,  have  completed 
Church  is  constructing  a  two-story  furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad- 
educational  building  and  enlarging  the  dress:  Caixa  488,  29000  Vitoria,  ES, 
sanctuary.  Danville  Church  is  re-  Brazil).  Son  of  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
novating  its  sanctuary.  Tate  Street  sionaries,  he  was  born  in  Brazil,  and 
Church.  Corinth,  is  adding  a  one-story  also  lived  in  Goodman,  Miss.,  and 
combination  fellowship  hall  and  edu-  Waco,  Texas,  while  growing  up. 
cation  building.  Antioch  s  pastor  is  James  and  Zelma  Foster,  mis- 
Mike  Johnson ;  DanvHle’s,  Ed  Alexan-  sionaries  to  Surinam,  recently  re- 
der;  and  Tate  Street’s,  Mike  ceived  35-year  service  pins  from  the 
Burczynski.  Foreign  Mission  Board.  It  was  pre- 

Union  Chifrch  (Alcorn)  recently  sented  by  Bill  Graves,  associate  mis¬ 
conducted  a  WIN  school  to  frain  mem-  sions  director  in  the  Caribbean  cU'ea. 
bers  in  personal  witnessing.  W.  E.  Fosters  were  appointed  in  1947  to 
Mason  is  pastor.  Kunshan.  China.  After  the  com- 


which  would  provide  Sorrels  with  ap¬ 
proximately  C5,000  a  year. 

Sorrels,  30,  was  injured  in  an  au¬ 
tomobile  accident  April  15,  1980,  less 
than  a  week  after  he  arrived  in 
'Nigeria,  where  he  was  to  serve  one 
year  as  an  accountant.  The  Southern 
Baptist  MSC  program  is  designed  to 
provide  an  opportunity  for  short-term 
missionary  service  overseas  or  in  the 

as.  . 

The  D.C.  Baptist  Convention  Found¬ 
ation  is  located  at  1100  Seventeenth 
Street,  N.W.,  Suite  412,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  spite  of 
wide  publicity  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  a  special  fund  set 
up  to  care  for  the  long-term  medical 
needs  of  disabled  Mission  Service 
Ctorps  volunteer  Bob  Sorrels  has''  at¬ 
tracted  less  than  one-third  the  amount 
needed. 


“Self-deliverance”? 

Los  Angeles  7eP)— A  group  of  the 
Hemlocjcsociety,  supporting  the  right 
of  the  terminally  ill  to  take  their  own 
lives  announced  June  15  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  100-page  book  called  Let  Me 
Die  Before  I  Wake  that  gives  instruc¬ 
tions  on  “self-deliverance.” 


C.  Vinton  Koons,  who  is  administer¬ 
ing  the  fund  through  the  D.C.  Baptist 
(invention  Foundation,  said  that  as  of ' 
July  15,  only  $46,000  had  been  received,  r 
He  estimates  that  $150,000-200,000  is 
needed,  investment  interest  from 


Forty-one  children  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Pearl,  went  camping  recently  at  Holmes 
State  Park.  Durant.  Under  direction  of  Stanley  Barnett,  pastor,  they  took  part  in  Bible 
study  (pictured),  hiking,  skating,  and  swimming.  Sponsors  included  Jim  Lott,  music: 
Ellen  Watkins  and  Kellie  Morehead,  worship  service;  Mrs.  Lonnie  Long,  devotional 
director;  Martha  McDonald  and  W.  D.  McAlpin.  crafts  directors;  Karen  Watkins. 
Stacey  Morehead.  Ken  Long,  and  Mrs.  Estelle  Barnett,  counselors. 

6’/^26 


Mississippiaris 
granted  degrees 

Among  the  Mississippians  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  graduation  exercises  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  May  22  were: 

Stanley  Alton  McGlamery,  MRE, 
pastor,  (]ieorgetown  Baptist  Church, 
Georgetown;  Timothy  Horace  Wel- 
ford,  MRE.  Lucedale,  associate  pastor 
and  minister  of  youth  and  education  at 
Walker  Baptist  (Thurch.  Walker.  La. ; 
Gary  William  Reichenbach,  Master  of 
Divinity,  pastor,  Silver  City  Baptist 
Church,  Silver  City ;  N.  Allan  Moseley, 
M.Div.,  pastor.  Big  Level  Baptist 
Church.  Gulf  Coast;  John  R.  Sapp. 
M.Div.,  associate  pastor,  Springhill 
Baptist  Church,  Poplarville; 

Joseph  Stephen  Jackson,  M.Div., 
pastor.  First  ^tl^rP  B^ptist  Church, 
Pearlington;  Ron  Pledger,  associate 
of  divinity  in  pastoral  ministry,  pas¬ 
tor,  White  Sand  Baptist  Church,  Pop¬ 
larville;  John  Kenneth  Brown,  as¬ 
sociate  of  divinity  in  pastoral  minis¬ 
try,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church, 
Ovett. 


WINNERS  of  the  fifth  annual  Mississippi  Baptist  High  School  Boys  Slowpitch 
Softball  Tournament  are;  first  place.  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church.  Tupelo,  pictured; 
second  place.  Raymond  Church;  third  place.  Morrison  Heights  Church.  Clinton.  The 
tournament  .was  held  July  30-31  at  .Van  yvirikle  Baptist  Church.  Jackson.  Nine 
ohofches  ware-represented.  Thts-event  is  sprmsored  jointly  by  Coca  Cola  BottHrtgO* 
of  Jackson  and  Van  Winkle  Baptist  Church.  Tournament  director  is  Charles  Nikolic. 
activities  director  at  Van  Winkle.  John  G.  Brock  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Wiggins:  Sept.  12-16; 
Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  week¬ 
days  at  12:10-12:40  p.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
“Sonny”  Adkins,  Mt.  Hebron, 
evangelist;  Hubert  Greer,  Brookha- 
ven,  music  evangelist;  Ernest  Sadler, 
pastor. 

Southside  Church,  Yazoo  Gty :  Sept. 
12-17;  Arlis  Grice,  Balmorah  Church, 
Memphis,  evangelist;  Danny  and 
Renee  Brock,  musical  evangelists, 
from  Ridgeland  Captist  Church;  II 
a.m.  Sunday,  a  mini-concert  by  Danhy 
and  Renee;  Grice  to  preach  7  p.m. 
Sunday;  7  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  Mon.- 
Fri. ;  Kent  Megehee,  pastor. 

Macedonia  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
THE  TEEN  ENSEMBLE  from  GRANDVIEW  CHURCH.  PEARL,  recently  presented  Sept.  12-17;  Dale  Patterson,  pastor, 
the  musical  "Imagination"  at  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Pearl  and  at  Midway  Baptist  East  Brent  Baptist  Church,  Pensaco- 
Church,  Jackson.  They  also  did  part  of  the  musical  in  Cook  Springs,  Ala.  Mrs.  Lynn  la,  Fla.,  evangelist;  starting  at  11  a.m. 
Weems,  minister  of  music,  directed  the  presentations.  Wade  Chappell  is  pastor.  Sunday;  7:30  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.;  Dallas 

Raybom,  Hurricane  Creek,  leading 
music;  Gerald  Aultman,  pastor; 
Robert  Bolling,  minister  of  music. 

Dilly  Lee  Foley,  pastor,  Macedonia, 

fK  >1]  Union  County,  evangelist;  Larry 

^  Brooks,  music  director;  Bettye  Lois 

W-  -4  •.  i  Appleton,  pianist;  Debbie  Aven,  or- 

Sunday,  a.m.  wd 


Brazil  mission 
to  build  chapel 

The  Church  of  Hope,  a  Baptist 
church  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  plans 
to  begin  “by  faith”  construction  of  a 
chapel  building  for  its  mission  in 
Passa  Quatro,  180  miles  from  Rio. 
Ttfenty-six  persons  have  been  bap- 
tiz^'at  Passa  ()uatro  since  the  mis¬ 
sion  has  begun. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
Miss.,  has  been  giving  assistance  in 
pastoral  support  at  bo&  Passa  Quatro 
and  Cruzeiro. 

"The  members  are  poor  in  material 
things,”  said  David  (jiomes,  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Hope.  “They  need  just 
about  everything,  including  clothes, 
since  the  climate  is  very  cold.  But  they 
love  Jesus.  The  room  we  are  using 
rains  inside  and  ruins  things.” 

They  hope  to  build  a  modest  $5,000 
sanctuary,  he  said,  that  would  also 
have  a  room  in  which  to  lodge  a  pastor 
or  evangelist. 

In  addition  to  Passa  Quatro,  the 
Church  of  Hope  has  a  mission  at 
Cruzeiro,  150  miles  from  Rio,  which 
now  has  13  members,  one  of  whom  has 
donated  a  lot  with  the  condition  that  a 
chapel  be  build  on  it. 


Pour  cities  will  host 
“Invitation  to  Life” 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— Four  Similar  crusades  were  filmed  last 

cities  have  been  chosen  to  host  year  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Magnolia, 
evangelistic  crusades  for  “Invitation  Ark.,  and  the  programs  were  test- 
to  Life,”  a  television  program  pro-  marketed  in  five  U.S.  cities, 
duced  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  As  with  last  year’s  programs  the  up- 
and  Television  Commission  (RTVG).  coming  “Invitation”  crusades  will 

feature  the  preaching  of  John  Bisagno, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Larry  Black,  minister  of  music. 
First  Baptist  Church.  Jackson,  Miss., 
will  again  lead  the  music. 

The  “Invitation  to  Life”  program, 
while  resembling  other  TV  evangelis¬ 
tic  services,  is  unique  in  its  use  of  short 
feature  segments,  or  vignettes,  about 
church  members  and  activities. 


Louisville,  Ky.;  Denver,  Colo:; 
Morgan  City,  La.  and  Ferguson,  Mo., 
were  selected  as  sites  for  crusades 
during  the  next  few  months.  Revival 
services  will  be  held  four  nights  in 
each  location  and  taped  by  the  RTVC 
to  produce  16  programs  for  weekly 
broadcast  on  the  proposed  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS). 


Mevivcil 


First  Church,  Eupora.  recognized  1 1  members  lor  two  years  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School.  Pictured  with  the  pastor.  William  S.  Stewart,  on  the  left,  and  the 
Sunday  School  director.  Jack  Turner,  at  right,  4re  the  following:  left  to  right,  1st  row, 
Dalton  Middleton,  Jonathan  Gibson.  Suzannq  Stephens.  Cheryl  Miller,  Stephanie 
Stephens;  2nd  row.  Mrs.  Martha  Rogers.  Mrs  Sarah  Miller,  Mrs.  Ailene  Wells,  Wilton 
Miller,  and  Carol  Herrod;  not  pictured,  Lee  Ann  Brown.  i 


Military  Church,  Sumrall:  11  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith;  Douglas  Benedict, 
evangelist;  Larry  Newell,  music 
evangelist;  Earnest  Sanders,  pastor. 

Love  Joy  (Alcorn):  Earl  Warford, 
former  director  of  missions,  Alcorn 
Association,  preaching;  one  addition; 
R.  H.  Thonyrson,  pastOT. 

Grace  Church,  Vicksburg:  Aug. 
22-27;  five  professions  of  faith;  one 
new  member  by  letter;  Charles  Ran- 
sier,  evangelist;  Terry  Busby,  leading 
the  music;  H.  B.  Abel,  pastor. 


Fire  and  hu'mcane 
don’t  stop  author 


After  43  years  of  research  ahd  three  road  map  to  the  Bible,”  or  chart  of  the 
separate  manuscripts,  Theo  N.  (Mrs.  periods  of  time  sometimes  called  dis- 
BeasonP.)  Breland  has  published  The  pensations.”  One  chapter  is  devoted  to 
{■umillllllll  Bihle  Tree  Refer-  archaeological  discoveries  in  the  Holy 
^^^^^^^|ence  Book.  She  Land  and  another  to  fulfillment  of 

prophecy. 

A  resident  of  Gulfport,  Mrs.  Breland 
has  taught  in  Texas  and  Mississippi. 
She  recently  organized  the  Bible  'Tree 
Foundation,  a  non-profit  evangelistic 
association,  to  teach  the  Bible  and  <te- 
tribute  religious  materials.  * 

She  said  she  is  available  for  present¬ 
ing  her  five-hour  seminar,  “A  Journey 
Through  the  Bible,”  in  which  she  uses 
maps,  charts,  and  slides  erf  the  Holy 
Land,  where  she  has  traveled  exten¬ 
sively.  She  offers  these  seminars  to 
churches  without  charge,  and  may  be 
contacted  in  care  of  'I^e  Bible  Tree 
Foundation,  Rt.  11,  Box  34,  Gulfpor^ 
Miss.  39503  (phone  601-832-1457). 


provide  a  preview  of  future  stuggles  in  satellite  stations  feeding  cable  sys- 
other  states.  ten]s  and  individual  receivers  should 

Jerry  M.  Self,  public  affairs  and  not  be  used  as  excuses  for  lowering 
Christian  life  consultant  with  the  Ten-  advertising  standards,  they  said, 
nessee  Baptist  Convention,  and  (Kier  writes  for  the  CLC.) 

Ronald  D.  Sisk,  director  of  program 
development  for  the  Southern  Baptist 

Christian  Life  Commission,  are  oppos-  TVfJnHanan  rhiirrhfH:  snar 
ing  a  move  by  the  Tennessee  Associa-  CDurcties  soar 

tion  of  Broadcasters  (TAB)  to  win  Mindanao,  Philippines  —  Baptists  in 
jsermission  for  such  advertising.  Mindanao,  the  large  southern  island  in 
The  Baptists  have  asked  the  Alcohol  the  Philippines,  are  making  faster 
Beverage  Commission  of  Tennessee  progress  than  expected  in  reaching 
( ABC)  to  let  stand  a  ruling  prohibiting  their  goal  of  1,085  churches  by  the  end 
the  holders  of  liquor-by-the-drink  of  1965.  Since  the  goal  was  set  in  1981, 
permits  from  advertising  alcoholic  151  new  churches  have  begun,  repre¬ 
beverages  on  radio  and  television.  senting  22  percent  of  the  total  projec- 
According  to  Self  and  Sisk,  the  pro-  tion.  With  545  churches  to  date,  the 
hibition  is  consistent  with  the  National  convention  already  has  more  than  the 
Association  of  Broadcasters  Code  of  494  churches  expected  by  the  end  of 
Good  Practice  which  forbids  the  ad-  1962. 


Holly  Bluff  Church:  homecoming; 

Sept.  12;  I.  L.  Hill,  former  pastor,  to 
bring  the  morning  message;  Gary 
Johnson,  pastor;  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  afternoon  singing  and  visit- 

Center  Terrace,  Canton:  Sept.  19; 

Homecoming— 59th  year;  speaker, 

Sollie  Smith,  Carriere,  past  pastor  bIKSBC 
(1953-1959);  11  a.m.  service  with  din-  Breland 
ner  on  grounds  at  noon  and  singing  at  ^  y 

1 :30  p.m. ;  Paul  Jones,  interim  pastor,  jg  “to  present  the 

Big  Springs  (Lincoln):  homecoming  in  a  short  time. 

Sept.  19;  George  Stewart,  guest  fold-up  chart,  the  book  discusses 
speaker;  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.;  major  biblical  personalities,  begin- 
morning  worship  at  11 ;  lunch  at  the  ni^  with  Adam  and  Eve  and  ending 
church;  afternoon  service  at  1:15;  with  Jesus  Christ.  It  contains  ‘“nie 
Frank  Lewis,  pastor.  Bible  Tree  Outline”  which  she  calls  “a 
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Newhebron  Church  sends 
mission  team  to  Wyoming 


A  group  ct  37  from  Newhebron  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Newhebron,  went  on  a 
bold  mission  trip  July  12-16  to  south¬ 
east  Wyoming.  The  church  had 
budgeted  $4,000  for  their  expenses. 
The  group  worked  in  First  Baptist 
Church,  Hanna  and  38  miles  away  in 
First  Baptist  Church,  Saratoga. 

In  Hanna,  one  group  of  men  did 
finishing  work  in  the  six-year-old 
church  building.  They  built  stairs  to 
the  baptistry  and  installed  better  light¬ 
ing  in  the  educational  basement  area. 
The  ladies  and  young  people  con¬ 
ducted  four  Backyard  Bible  Clubs 
each  morning  in  the  town  of  Hanna, 
and  also  two  clubs  in  Elk  Mountain  (a 
small  town  15  miles  from  Hanna  with 
no  church).  The  total  enrollment  was 
65  with  an  average  attendance  of  56 
children  for  the  week. 

During  the  afternoons,  the  ladies 
and  young  people  conducted  surveys 
in  Hanna  compiling  information  from 
over  400  homes. 

Elach  evening  revival  services  were 
held,  with  Earl  Clark,  pastor  at 
Newhebron,  and  Rick  Voorhees, 
minister  of  music,  Newhebron,  lead¬ 


ing.  Members  of  the  team  gave  t^ 
timonies.  presented  special  music, 
and  rang  handbells  during  each  s^- 
vice.  There  were  six  professions  of 
faith  and  one  transfer  of  letter  to  the 
Hanna  church.  One  young  man  from 
Newhebron,  Ronald  Haynes,  accepted 
the  call  to  ^  gospel  ministry  during 
the  revival. 

After  the  revival  services,  members 
of  the  team  had  Bible  study  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  young  people  of  Hanna. 

Another  group  of  men  travel^  each 
day  to  Saratoga  where  they  did  con¬ 
struction  work  on  an  old  shop  building 
that  the  Saratoga  church  had  purch¬ 
ased  to  remodel  into  a  permanent 
church  building.  For  the  past  six 
years,  the  churdi  has  been  meeting  in 
a  small  mobile  unit.  Because  of  the 
lack  of  funds  in  Saratoga,  the  Newhe¬ 
bron  Church  gave  an  additional  M.OOO 
to  buy  the  materials  for  the  mission 
t»nin  to  use  during  their  week  of  work. 

Any  church  or  group  wanting  more 
information  about  coordinating  such  a 
mission  trip  or  interested  in  viewing 
this  mission  presentation,  may  con¬ 
tact  Earl  Clark,  pastor  at  Newhebron. 


Church-related  colleges 
offset  federal  aid  cuts 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-Despile 
reduction  of  federal  student  assistance 
programs  such  as  the  Pell  Grant  (for¬ 
merly  the  Basic  Education  Opportun¬ 
ity  Grant),  church-related  colleges 
are  finding  ways  to  assist  students 
wishing  to  attend  Christian  institu¬ 
tions. 

A  recent  survey,  “Recent  Trends  in 
Financial  Aid  to  Students  Attending 
Independent  Colleges  and  Univer¬ 
sities,”  by  the  National  Institute  of  In¬ 
dependent  Colleges  and  Universities 
(NIICU)  shows  a  decline  of  almost  18 
percent  in  Pell  Grant  fundings  to  stu¬ 
dents  attending  independent  colleges. 

The  report  also  indicated  an  almost 
10  percent  decrease  in  the  number  of 
Pell  Grant  recipients  at  these  institu¬ 
tions. 

Arthur  L.  Walker  Jr.,  executive  di¬ 
rector/treasurer  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Education  Commis¬ 
sion  and  a  member  of  the  secretariat 
of  the  National  Association  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  Colleges  and  Universities 
(NAICU),  notes  the  report  does  pro¬ 
vide  a  ray  of  hope  for  the  student  desir¬ 
ing  a  Christian  education  at  a  Baptist 
school.  “The  NIICU’s  survey  has 
shown  a  major  increase  in  twatitu-- 
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tional  need-based  aid,”  Walker  said. 

The  percentage  <rf  recipients  of  in¬ 
stitutional  aid  rose  from  45  percent  in 
197M0  to  55  percent  in  1981-82  and  the 
average  institutional  award  increas^ 
by  19  percent,  from  $1,196  to  $1,424  in 
the  same  period. 

Perry  County 
plans  world 
missions  confab 

A  world  missions  conference  will  be 
held  in  Perry  Baptist  Association  Sept. 
25-Oct.  3.  All  17  of  the  association’s 
churches  will  take  part,  according  to  a 
report  from  Joe  Strahan,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Beaumont. 

Missionaries  who  will  speak  are: 
Ervin  K.  Brown,  director  of  missions. 
Northwest  Association,  Mississippi; 
L.  Ray  McKinney,  Gallup,  N.  M.; 
Charles  Williams,  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Thomas  O.  Barron,  Indonesia;  John 
Merritt,  Germany;  Karl  Wallace, 
Peru;  and  John  L.  Perkins,  France. 

B.  G.  Smith  is  director  of  missions, 

•  4»erry  OewUy. _ 


True  wisdom 


By  Gene  Henderson,  pastor,  Fairview, 
Colnmbus 
Psalms,  1, 37, 73 

“Why  do  the  wicked  prosper  while 
the  righteous  suffer?”  The  psalmist 
wrestled  with  the  question  as  dk)  Job  of 
old.  Is  it  any  less  perplexing  to  the 
godly  today?  The  ps^mist  begins  with 
the  proposition  that  God  is  good  to  Is¬ 
rael  (upright).  He  is  good  to  the  godly 
(pure  heart).  But  when  he  looked 
around,  circumstances  contradicted 
his  proposition.  The  wicked  had  abun¬ 
dance  while  the  righteous  suffa-ed. 

True  wisdom  concerning  the  con¬ 
tradiction  with  regard  to  the  righteous 
and  wicked  is  found  in  Psalms  1,  37, 
and  TZ.  Psalm  1  affirms  the  perpetual 
resources  and  life  of  the  righte^s  in 
contrast  to  the  temporary  state  of  the 
wicked.  Psalm  37  assures  the  righte¬ 
ous  that  trust  in  the  Lord  will  bring 
vindication;  the  wicked  will  be  up¬ 
rooted  from  the  earth.  Psalm  73  con¬ 
tains  the  focus  passage  for  the  study. 

I.  Distress  of  the  psalmist  (73:1-14) 

If  “true  confession  is  good  for  the 
soul,”  the  psalmist  helped  himself 
immensely  through  verses  2-3.  The 
psalmist  admitted  to  a  crisis  in  his 
faith.  His  envy  of  the  wicked,  his  desire 
to  have  what  they  seemed  to  have  had 
led  him  almost  to  become  like  them. 
Materialism  is  no  new  temptation.  The 
'  “things”  of  the  world  have  been  a 
favorite  temptation  of  Satan.  Consider 
the  third  temptation  of  Jesus  (Mt.  4:8- 
11). 

Like  the  psalmist,  too  often  judg- 
•  ments  are  made  by  what  is  seen,  which 
may  be  superficial  and  unreal.  He  d^ 
scribed  the  wicked  in  73:4-12.  Their 
prosperity  seemed  devoid  of  any  pain. 
They' seemed  to  have  no  misery  or 
troubles  like  other  men  (73:5).  Abun¬ 
dance  pursued  them.  They  were  glut¬ 
tonous,  arrogant,  and  insolent  Pros¬ 
perity  had  so  deceived  them  that  they 
lorded  it  over  other  men  and  even 
mocked  God  (73:6-9).  Under  the  ddu- 
sion  that  prosperity  is  security,  tl» 
wicked  scoffed  at  any  thought  of  God’s 
judgment  upon  them  for  their  evil  con¬ 
duct  (73:11). 

Apparently  many  were  influenced 
by  the  evil  example  of  the  wicked 
(73:16).  Even  the  psalmist  questioned 
whether  it  was  profitable  to  serve  God 
(73:13-14).  Christians  must  guard 
against  evaluating  success  by  the 
yardstick  of  materialism.  Jesus  lived 
authentic,  eternal  life,  but  he  never 
owned  any  property.  A  tomb  was  bor¬ 
rowed  for  his  burial.  Riches  are  not 
essential  to  success,  and  often  they  ^ 
come  a  danger  to  spiritual  vitality 
(Mk.  10:23-25). 


Star  Baptist  Men  roof  widow’s  home 

Baptist  Men  of  Star  Church  in  their  first  year  of  organization  have  completed  three 
major  projects.  They  painted  the  inside  of  the  chapel  at  the  Baptist  Children's  Village, 
ran  a  water  line  to  the  home  of  a  woman  who  is  a  member  of  the  Star  Church,  and 
installed  a  new  roof  on  the  home  of  a  widow,  another  member  at  Star.  Those  who  did 
the  roofing  were  Dave  Nicholson.  Ralph  Little,  Lawon  Byrd,  David  Dyess,  Phil  White, 
Larry  Miller,  Eric  McNair,  Ersie  Finch,  Ross  Winstead,  Roland  Walker,  Joey  Little, 
Jerry  Ck)oper,  R.  C.  Rice,  Charles  Lewis,  Jimmy  Lewis,  and  Jimmy  Harrington,  pastor. 


Mt  Zion  Baptist  Chnrdi,  Leake 
County,  has  called  Paul  Jordan  as  pas¬ 
tor.  He  began  work  there  Aug.  15-  A 
native  of  Leake  County,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Clarke  College  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College.  His  last  pastorate  was 
Gallman  Church,  Copiah  County. 

Daryl  Randall  has  been  called  ^  the 
minister  of  youth  and  music  at  Her¬ 
nando  Baptist  Church,  DeSoto  County. 
He  began  his  ministry  on  August  9th. 

Steve  Horsley  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music/youth  at  Trinity 
Baptist  Church,  West  Point,  Clay 
County. 

Jacinto  Cliarch  (Alcorn)  has  called 
Charles  Farmer  as  pastor. 

Cart  Miller  has  resigned  as  pastor  of 
First  (Church,  Pass  Christian. 

Arlington  Church,  Lincoln  County, 
has  called  Jim  Jeffreys  a6  pastor. 


PINEVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)-H.  Leo  Ed- 
dleman,  71,  former  president  of  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Georgetown  (Kentucky)  (College 
and  Criswell  Center  for  Biblical 
Studies  (Dallas)  has  been  named  dis¬ 
tinguished  professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Clear  Creek  Baptist  School  in 
Pineville. 

He  was  a  Southern  Baptist  missio¬ 
nary  to  Palestine  (now  Israel),  193541. 
The  Morgantown,  Miss.,  native  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
holds  master  of  theology  and  dwtor  of 
philosophy  degrees  from  Southern 
Seminary. 

Susan  Long  was  recognized  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  during  Wednesday  night 
Iprayer  meeting  re- 
^ntly  at  First  Bap- 
^^^^tist  (^urch.  Pearl. 
;^^^AShe  was  presented 
^  ^  jHBadge  3  for  her 

.  ^  achievements  in 

jj^  —  Girls  in  Action.  Her 

^^^mother ,  Mrs . 
IH  ^^HThomas  Long,  a  GA 
^HBieader,  presented 
Long  the  award. 

Bob  R.  Agee,  special  assistant  to  the 
president  for  institutional  planning 
and  vice  president  for  religious  affairs 
at  Union  University  in  Jackson,  Tenn. , 
has  been  named  president  of  Ok¬ 
lahoma  Baptist  University,  Shawnee, 
Okla. 

Patrick  O.  Copley  has  been  elected 
the  fourth  president  of  Missouri  Bap¬ 
tist  College.  Copley,  48,  is  a  native  of 
Seneca,  Mo.  Since  1967  he  has  been 
dean  and  professor  in  the  school  of 
education  and  psychology  at  South- 
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west  Missouri  State  University.  He  re¬ 
ceived  a  BA  in  1958  from  Grand  Can¬ 
yon  College  and  earned  an  MA  in  1959 
and  an  EldD  in  1966  from  Arizona  State 
University,  Tempe,  Ariz.  Missouri 
Baptist  College  is  an  accredited, 
four-year  liberal  arts  college  with  an 
enrollment  of  approximately  500. 
8/26_ 

Immanuel  Church,  Cleveland,  will 
honor  its  pastor,  James  A.  Hurt,  and 
Mrs.  Hurt,  with  an  ojjen  house  and  re¬ 
ception  Sept.  12,  from  2  to  5  p.m. ,  on  his 
25th  anniversary  as  their  pastor. 

Lawrence  E.  “Bud”  Dawson,  on 
Sept.  1  assumed  the  duties  of  pastoral 
counseling  resident  at  East  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Hospital  in  Meridian.,  For 
the  past  year  and  one  half,  he  has  been 
pastor  of  the  New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
in  Folsom,  La.  He  is.a^ilable  for  pul¬ 
pit  supply  in  the  Meridian  area  when 
not  conducting  worship  wrvices  in  the 
hospital  chapel.  He  may  be  contacted 
atRt.  3,  Box  15-B,  Meridian,  Ms.  39301, 
or,  call  (601)  693-7026. 

Damascus  diurch,  Copiah  County 
has  ordained  Clarence  Foster  as 
deacon. 

MEMPHIS— Robert  S.  Gordon,  as¬ 
sistant  vice  president  at  Baptist 
Memorial  Hospital,  was  advanced  to 
membership  status  in  the  American 
■  College  of  Hospital  Administrators  at 
its  48th  Convocation  Oremony  Aug.  29 
in  Atlanta.  Born  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
Gordon  serves  as  administrative 
liaison  for  the  budget,  mail  service, 
hotel  and  Business  Office  as  well  as  the 
departments  of  admissions,  data  pro¬ 
cessing,  engineering,  risk  manage¬ 
ment  and  security. 


First  Church,  Lucedale  recently 
honored  its  pastor,  Johil  L.  Walker,  on 
his  fifth  anniversary  with  the  church. 

V.  Gilbert  Beers,  54,  former  edito¬ 
rial  director  of  the  David  C.  Cook  Pub¬ 
lishing  Co.,  on  Oct.  1  will  become  new 
editor  (rf  Christianity  Today.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Kenneth  S.  Kantzer,  65,  who  had 
been  dean  and  vice  president  of  Trinity 
Evangelical  Divinity  School  in  Deer¬ 
field,  Ill.  Kantzer  wiU  return  to  Trinity 
to  resume  teaching  responsibilities. 


Lee  Rodgers  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Damascus  Church,  Hazlehurst  to 
accept  the  call  as  pastor  of  Benton 
Baptist  Church,  Benton.  Lee  is  a 
graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

DuvM  Thomton  has  accepted  a  call 
to  become  pastor  of  Calvary  Church, 
Garke  Association,  in  Quitman.  He 
moved  frmn  Hopewell  Baptist  Churdi, 
Franklin  County.  On  Sunday  night, 
Aug.  15,  his  family  was  welcomed  with 
a  Cdvary  pounding. 

H.  L.  Barnes  has  accepted  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Oak  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
totoc  County,  and  has  .moved  into  the 
pastorium. 

Bobby  Captes,  who  has  been  serving 
as  pastor  of  Turnpike  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc  County,  has  been  called  as  pas¬ 
tor. 

Bobby  Gark  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Zion  Church  (Pontotoc  County)  to 
become  pastor  at  Tchula  Church. 

Tommy  Purvis,  pastor  at  Bethel 
,  (Lincoln)  has  resigned. 

Dennis  Dunn  is  new  pastor  of  Union 
Hall  Baptist  Church,  Lincoln  County. 

Georgetown  Church  has  called  Stan¬ 
ley  McGlamery  as  pastor.  H  e  is  a  re¬ 
cent  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 
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People  seldom  improve  when  they 
have  no  model  but  themselves  to  copy 
after.— Oliver  Goldsmiti 

The  toughest  form  of  mountain 
climbing  is  getting  out  of  a  rut. 


- — — ‘Devotional  — - - 

Use  Paul’s  measuring  rod 

By  Beverly  Tinnin,  pastor.  First,  Meridian 
We  don’t  have  a  mail  box  on  the  street  in  front  of  our  house.  We  grew  tired  of 
replacing  it  on  a  post  just  to  have  it  ‘lalown  away'’  by  night  rid^.  On  a  r^nt 
rainy  night  someone  drove  a  car  on  lush  green  lawns  of  homes  in  our  neighbor- 
j|gm|H||||Hhood  leaving  unsightly  tire  marks. 

This  calls  to  my  mind  a  newspaper  article  I  readsomewhile 
^^^^^Bback.  Darrell  Royal  was  football  coach  at  the  University  of 
.^^BTe^ns  at  that  time.  An  otherwise  perfect  season  was  mmed 
k  loss  to  the  conference  cellar  dweller  Texas  Christian 
y^^^^^llBuniversity.  Coach  Rbyal  moaned,  “TCU  is  like  a  cockroach;  it 
jljM^^^llisn’t  what  they  eat  or  take  away.  It’s  what  they  fall  in  .and 

■  This  humorous  remark  concerning  a  football  team  could  be 

B  JBI^IIIjfccorrectly  directed  to  |  the  real  “la  cucaracha,”  Satan  who 
Tinnin  spoils  all  he  can  for  the  sake  of  spoilage ;  no  useful  purpose  is 

served.  His  helpers  do  the  same  thing. 

By  critical  remarks  directed  toward  the  church,  its  members  or  its  work  the 
same  sort  of  destruction  is  engendered.  The  one  spoiling  is  not  helpied,  the  best 
interest  of  the  Kingdom  is.not  served,  God  is  not  pleased.  Dereliction  of  duty  in 
attendance,  stewardship, 'service  to  the  church  helps  none  but  hurts 
Unforgiveness,  envy,  and  unkindness  are  destructive  to  the  happine^  of  the 
offender  and  the  offended.  The  solution  is  to  gauge  all  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions  by  Paul’s  fine  measuring  rod.  Is  it  true,  honest,  just,  pure,  lovely  or  of 
good  report? 

Life  and  Work 


Covenant  with  Abraham  Gideon  faith  that  grows 


11.  Destiny  of  men  (73:15-24) 

As  the  psalmist  struggled  with  his 
doubts,  light  began  to  appear.  He 
realized  that  to  side  with  the  wicked 
would  be  to  disgrace  his  heritage.  He 
turned  from  self-pity  and  self-interest 
to  consider  some  basic  responsibilities 
(73:15-16).  Transportation  in  his 
persj;iective  crystallized  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  God.  The  experience  recorded 
in  73:17  was  pivotal  for  the  psalmist. 
He  had  been  guilty  of  shortsightedness 
(a  common  current  phenomenon). 
God  helped  him  to  take  the  long  look. 
The  wicked  were  destined  for  destruc¬ 
tion.  'Their  prosperity  at  best  was  tem¬ 
porary.  Suddenly  and  soon  their  seem¬ 
ing  prosperous  life  would  be  cut  down. 
As  awakening  ends  a  bad  dream,  so 
God  would  rouse  up  and  the  wicked 
would  perish  (73:18-20). 

When  the  psalmist  saw  the  destiny  of 
the  wicked,  then  he  realized  how  shal¬ 
low  his  understanding  had  been.  He 
confessed  his  folly.  He  even  classified 
himself  as  low  as  an  animal  because  of 
his  stupidity  (73:21-22). 

In  contrast  to  his  former  delusion  the 
psalmist  confessed  his  real  position 
“with  God.”  It  was  an  unbroken  fel¬ 
lowship.  Regardless  of  circmnstances 
God  held  his  hand  and  guided  him  with 
counsel.  Most  of  all,  ultimately  God 
would  receive  him  to  glory  (73:23-24). 
Scholars  debate  whether  the  psalmist 
contemplated  heaven  by  his  reference 
to  “glory”  in  73:24.  Certainly  Christ¬ 
ians  look  forward  to  heaven,  but  God 
also  “honors”  on  the  earth  those  who 
are  faithful  to  him. 
m.  Delight  in  the  Lord  (73:25-28) 

When  a  man  has  God,  what  else  does 
he  need?  Such  was  the  conclusion  of 
the  psalmist  Whether  in  heaven  or 
upon  the  earth  the  psalmist  declared 
that  having  God,  he  desired  nothing 
else. 

No  answer  was  found  to  the  question 
of  why  the  wicked  prosper  and  the 
righteous  suffer,  but  the  psalmist 
made  the  greater  discovery  that  God 
was  in  control .  ’Therefore,  even  though 
he  was  aware  of  his  human  weakness 
(flesh  . .  .  fail),  his  faith  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  God’s  ultimate  sovereignty. 
The  wicked  would  perish,  and  the 
righteous  would  prevail  (73:27).  The 
assurance  of  God’s  presence  was  suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  psalmist.  God  was  his 
refu|e.  _ 

Most  basiness  problems  require 
common  sense  rather  than  legal  iWer- 
ence.  They  require  good  judgment  and 
honesty  of  purpose  rather  than  refer-' 
ence  to  the  courts.— Edward  N.  Hur¬ 
ley.  / 

Coart  not  the  critic’s  smile,  nor 
dread  his  frown.— Sir  Walter  Scott 


By  Charles  S.  Davis,  associate 
professor  of  Bible,  MC 
Genesis  12:1-3;  15:1-21 
Recently  I  talked  to  a  grandmother 
who,  having  shown  me  the  pictures  of 
her  grandchildren,  said  to  me:  “If  I’d 
known  my  grandchildren  were  going 
to  be  so  much  nicer  than  my  children. 
I’d  have  had  them  first.”  Somehow,  it 
just  doesn’t  work  that  way ;  if  one  is 
going  to  have  grandchildren,  one  must 
have  children  first.  Abraham,  having 
received  God’s  promise  of  many  de¬ 
scendants,  had  to  wait  25  years  for  the 
birth  of  Isaac  before  he  could  begin  to 
have  descendants  as  numerous  as  “the 
dust  of  the  earth”  (Genesis  13:16)  or 
“the  stars  in  heaven.”  (Genesis  15:5). 

I.  God’s  call  (Genesis  12:1-3) 

The  call  of  Abraham  and  God’s  co¬ 
venant  with  him  contained  four  prom¬ 
ises: 

( 1 )  He  would  be  the  father  of  a  great 
nation.  This  was  fulfilled  in  the  Heb¬ 
rew  people. 

(2)  He  would  have  a  great  name. 
Hebrews,  Christians,  and  Moslems  all 
look  to  him  as  their  “father  in  the 
faith.” 

(3)  He  would  receive  the  land  to 
which  God  led  him.  Although  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  his  promise  was  delayed,  it 
was  realized  in  the  possession  of  the 
land  of  Canaan  by  the  Hebrews. 

(4)  He  would  be  a  blessing  to  all  na- 
tionsv  When  this  call  came  to  Abraham 
it  did  not  mean  that  God  had  ceased  to 
be  concerned  about  other  nations.  On 
the  contrary,  the  divine  motive  behind 
this  call  was  a*  missionary  one.  'This 
was  the  initial  act  in  the  great  drama 
of  redemption  that  reach^  its  climax 
in  the  incarnation,  crucifixion,  and  re¬ 
surrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 

II.  God’s  consolation  (Genesis  15:14) 
Abraham  had  become  quite  anxious 

about  the  delayed  fulfillment  of  the  di- ' 
vine  promises,  for  he  exhibited  great 
emotional  and  spiritual  distress  over 
his  childlessness.  Although  Abraham 
might  have  interpreted  God’s  delay  as 
denial,  God  had  not  forgotten. 

Apparently  Abraham  had  adopted 
one  of  his  servants,  Eliezer ,  as  his  son. 
It  appeared  for  a  while  that  Eliezer 
would  be  his  heir.  Sometime  after, 
Sarah  offered  her  handmaid  Hagar  to 
Abraham  (such  an  arrangement  was 
customary  and  legal),  and  Hagar  con¬ 
ceived  and  bore  Ishmael.  However, 
made  it  clear  to  Abraham  that 
neither  Eliezer  nor  Ishmael  would  be 
his  heir,  but  that  his  descendants 
would  be  as  numerous  as  the  stars  in 
the  night  sky.  Abraham  was  trusting  in 
(tod  all  the  while  ((tonesis  15:$) ;  what 
he  now  needed  was  a  word  of  consola¬ 
tion  and  encouragement,  (tod  gave 


him  the  reassurance  he  needed  by  ap¬ 
proving  his  obedience  as  “the  real 
thing.” 

in.  (tod’s  command  ((tonesis  15:7-11) 

It  is  interesting  that  after  Abraham’s 
trust  in  (tod’s  promises  had  been  de¬ 
clared  such  that  he  was  acceptable  to 
God,  he  still  needed  further  assurance 
of  God’s  faithfulness.  This  indeed  illus¬ 
trates  the  truth  that  “there  dwells 
more  faith  in  honest  doubt  than  in  a 
thousand  creeds.”  (tod  loves  one  who 
trusts  him  but  still  is  prone  to  falter. 

God  commanded  Abraham  to  get 
ready  the  sacrificial  animals  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  a  ceremony  of  covenant 
making.  This  time  God  would  not  only 
give  him  a  promise,  but  he  would  make 
a  formal  contract  with  him. 

IV.  God’s  clarification  (Genesis 
15:12-16) 

The  Lord  made  clear  to  Abraham 
that  the  promises  made  to  him  would 
be  long  delayed  in  their  fulfillment.  At 
no  point  did  (tod  leave  the  impression 
with  Abraham  that  his  call  to  follow 
him  was  the  offer  of  an  easy  way. 

(tod  helped  Abraham  to  anticipate 
the  dark  foreboding  years  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  oppression.  He  was  reassured  that 
his  descendants  would  inherit  the  land , 
but  it  would  not  be  a  case  of  being 
“carried  to  the  skies  on  flowery  beds  of 
ease.”  God’s  call— to  Abraham  or  to 
us— is  never  just  to  special  privilege; 
it  is  a  call  to  a  special  task  in  (tod’s 
plan  of  redeeming  mankind. 

V.  (tod’s  covenant  (Genesis  15:17-21) 
In  the  customary  procedure  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  covenant  (the  Hebrew  is  “cut¬ 
ting”  a  covenant),  both  contracting 
parties  passed  through  the  dissected 
carcasses  of  the  sacrificial  animals. 
However,  in  this  instance  only  the  cho¬ 
sen  symbol  of  (tod’s  presence  passed 
through.  In  this  symbolic  way  it  was 
indicated  that  Abraham’s  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  the  future  success  of  the  coven¬ 
ant  was  but  to  accept  it  in  faith;  it  was 
forever  guaranteed  by  (tod  alone !  It  is 
this  type  of  covenant  which  Jeremiah 
anticipated  would  one  djiy  be  made 
with  all  Israel  (Jeremiah  31:31ff.), 
and  which  the  New  Testament  asserts 
has  been  made  in  Jesus  Christ  (Heb¬ 
rews  6ff.). 

The  basis  of  mental  health  for  the 
average  adult  is  more  work,  provided 
the  work  is  not  mere  drudgery.— J.  B. 
Nash 

Sin  has  many  tools,  but  a  lie  is  a 
handle  that  fits  them  all.  —Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes 

If  you  must  make  mistakes,  it  will  be 
more  to  your  credit  if  you  make  a  new 
one  each  time. 


By  David  McCubbin,  associate 
pastor.  First,  Meridian 
Hebrews  11:32-38;  Judges  6:1-7:23 
To  complete  this  unit  “Examples  of 
Faith”  we  look  at  the  life  of  Gideon. 
The  writer  of  Hebrews  included  Gi¬ 
deon  in  his  roll  call.  Gideon’s  name 
leads  the  list  of  those  the  author 
doesn’t  have  time  to  tell  about.  In  ver¬ 
ses  33  through  38  he  pulls  together  the 
results  of  the  faith  of  a  number  of 
heroes  including  Gideon.  Because  of 
the  things  that  were  accomplished  by 
faith,  the  sufferings  experienced  as  a 
result  of  faith  the  world  is  not  worthy  of 
these  heroes. 

Let’s  look  at  Gideon’s  growth  in 
faith.  I  see  him  at  first  skeptical.  As 
God  deals  with  him  he  becomes  hesi¬ 
tantly  trusting.  Finally,  we  find  him 
boldly  obeying.  His  faith  grows. 

Gideon  nee^s  to  be  seen  with  the 
backdrop  of  his  times.  When  (tod’s 
people  fought  their  way  in  and  settled 
Canaan,  they  did  not  drive  out  all  the 
inhabitants.  ’They  settled  among  them 
and  the  pagan  practices  of  the  indi¬ 
genous  people  had  afi  adverse  effect  on 
Israel.  They  drifted  away  from  (tod 
and  into  sin.  As  a  consequence,  (tod 
gave  them  up  to  their  enemies. 

These  enemies  would  suppress 
them— make  life  absolutely  misera¬ 
ble.  The  people  because  of  their  mis¬ 
ery  would  cry  out  to  God  for  deliver¬ 
ance.  (tod  would  raise  up  a  leader  to 
del  iver  his  people.  Then  there  would  be^ 
a  rerun  of  the  same  series  of  events.  In 
Gideon’s  day  the  Midianites  were  the 
oppressors  (Judges  6:2). 

Skeptical.  Although  Gideon’s  family 
were  Israelites  (tribe  of  Manasseh 
6:15),  they  had  been  drawn  into  pagan 
worship  (6:25).  Gideon  had  been  told 
of  the  mighty  acts  of  (tod  when  his 
forefathers  escaped  Egypt.  At  the 
same  time  his  own  father  had  an  altar 
for  the  worship  of  Baal  with  an 
Asherah  (perhaps  a  wooden  pole  rep¬ 
resenting  the  goddess  Asherah )  beside 
it. 

Whefi  Gideon  was  approached  by 
(tod’s  messenger  (angel)  and  told  that 
the  Lord  had  heard  his  people’s  cry  of 
anguish  and  was  with  them  he  re¬ 
flected  scepticism.  “If  (tod  is  with  us 
why  are  we  in  the  mess  we’re  in?  Why 
hasn’t  (tod  miraculously  delivered  us 
from  our  oppression?” 

Gideon,  no  doubt,  claimed  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  Lord.  Still  be  had  little  faith  in 
(tod’s  power  to  act  on  behalf  of  his 
people,  (tod’s  heyday  was  in  the  past, 
now  he  was  strangely  silent  and  inac¬ 
tive.  At  least  that’s  how  it  appeared  to 
Gideon. 

Scepticism  is  also  reflected  in  his  in¬ 
itial  response  to  the  Lord’s  commis¬ 


sion  to  go  deliver  Israel.  “Why  me?  I 
am  the  youngest  in  my  family  and  my 
family  the  weakest  in  Manasseh.  Lord, 
you  d(Mi’t  want  me.  How  could  I  possi¬ 
bly  deliver  your  people?” 

Scepticism  is  seen  in  Gideon’s  re¬ 
quest  for  a  sign  so  that  he  might  know 
that  it  was  indeed  the  Lord  who  was 
instructing  him  to  go  (6:17-21). 

Hesitantiy  trusting.  When  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  touched  toe  meat  and  cakes 
on  the  rock  with  his  staff  and  fire  con¬ 
sumed  them,  Gideon  seemed  con¬ 
vinced.  Then  and  there  he  built  an 
altar  to  the  Lord.  This  was  probably  a 
very  significant  step  of  faith  in  that  the 
vast  majority  of  altars  there  about 
were  to  Baal .  In  the  midst  of  paganism 
Gideon  erected  an  altar  to  toe  Lord. 

’The  next  step  was  a  confrontation 
Iwith  Baalism  and  the  worship  of 
Asherah.  He  was  commanded  to  tear 
down  the  Baal  altar  of  his  father,  build 
an  altar  to  the  Lord  on  top  of  it,  use  the 
wood  of  toe  cut-down  Asherah  to  kindle 
a  fire  on  this  altar  and  sacrifice  one  of 
his  father’s  bulls.  (The  bull  was  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Baal.)  Gideon  obeyed. 
Baal  worship  was  challenged.  Atten¬ 
tion  was  drawn  to  Gideon  as  the  Lord 's 
champion.  The  people  were  given 
heart  and  were  called  together  to  drive 
out  toe  (^pressor. 

Even  at  this  point  we  find  Gideon 
putting  out  the  fleece  for  assurance 
that  tte  Lord  was  determined  to  de¬ 
liver  Israel  by  Gideon’s  hand.  Hesi¬ 
tantly  trustful. 

Boldly  obeying.  With  the  response  of 
32,000  people  they  were  all  set  for  the 
push  to  move  the  Midianites  out.  But 
toe  Lord  started  whittling  away  reduc¬ 
ing  that  ^eat  host  to  Gideon  and  a 
band  of  300.  Gideon  obediently  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Lord’s  instructions  at  every 
stage  and  then  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,  drove  the  Midianites  from  the 
area  with  his  small  band  of  men.  He 
went  forth  confident  that  God  would 
igive  the  victory. 

*  It  is  fascinating  to  watch  Gideon’s 
faith  grow  from  scepticism  to  trust¬ 
ingly  and  boldly  obeying.  Can  we  see 
ourselves  growing  in  faith? 

Piano  bought 
for  Yellowstone 

A  Baldwin  piano  fw  Yellowstone 
Baptist  (Allege  has  been  bought.  A 
plaque  was  placed  on  it  which  reads: 
Donated  by  Mississippi  Baptist  Musi- 
.cians  sponsored  Ijy  Mississippi  Sing¬ 
ing  Churchmen,  1982.  Seventeen 
churches  contributed  $1,900  to  the 
piano  fund. 


I 


